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I been reached without the support of 45 Senators

LEG'SLAT'VE HAPPEN'NGS who told her they would have voted against cloture.

The California Democrat said she would have pre-

PRESIDENT SIGNS REVISED TUNA| ferred a three year study of the effects of encircle-
DOLPHIN LEGISLATION AFTER SENATE ment on dolphins before considering implementa-
AND HOUSE UNANIMOUS ADOPTION tion of the new standards contained in the bill, in-

The Senate on July 8@inanimously passed the stegd qf 18 months as called for in the compromise
International Dolphin Conservation Program Act legislation.

(S39/HR 408) 99-0 after a compromise wasThe |egislation implements the Declaration of
reached between proponents and opponents @anama, signed in October, 1995, by 13 nations, in-
the bill. (The House acted unanimously on Julycjyding the United States. Under this legislation,
31stto accept the Senate bill). The bill was signeghe voluntary International Dolphin Conservation
into law by the President on August 15th (PL program (IDCP), established by the La Jolla Agree-
105-42).(The text of the Presidential statement jent jn 1992 and administered by the Inter-Ameri-
is on page 7Yhe original companion bill (HR  ¢an Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), will become
408) was passed by the House on May 21 by @, internationally binding instrument with more ag-
vote of 262-166. Senate Commerce Committegyressive mortality limits and restrictions to protect
Chairman John McCain (R-AZ) called the revised jo|phins in the Eastern Tropical Pacific Ocean (ETP).
bill “a great victory for the environment.” The |mplementation of the Declaration of Panama is de-
compromise effectively delays implementation yengent on the U.S. following through with its agree-
of the amended law for 18 months and calls for gnent to Iift current embargoes against nations ad-
fully funded three year study on the effects thering to the IDCP, modifying the “dolphin safe”
encirclement on dolphins.The Senate on July |ape| to a performance standard (no observed mor-
29" adopted a Managers amendment to the F¥gjity |ater amended to include serious injury) ver-
'98 Commerce-Justice-State Appropriations sys the current gear-based standard (no intentional
bill (S 1022) providing $3.8 million for the cpase or encirclement), and allowing dolphin-set
tuna-dolphin studies) yellowfin tuna to enter the U.S. market.

Vice President Al Gore, Commerce Secretaryynpder the compromise, encirclement would be ac-
William Daley, and Under Secretary for Oceansceptaple under the dolphin-safe label provided that
and Atmosphere Dr. D. James Baker called Sengny dolphins inadvertently caught were not seri-
tors to urge support for the bill. Dr. Baker testi- 55|y injured or killed. The Department of Com-

fied strongly in favor of S 39 at a May‘1hear-  merce is required to make a preliminary finding by
ing of the Senate Oceans and Fisheries Subcomyarch, 1999 on whether or not encirclement has a
mittee (Chairman Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-ME). sjgnificant adverse impact on depleted dolphin

Sen. Snowe speaking on the Senate f|oor, exstOCkS in the ETP. If thereis a Significant adverse
plained that the current law resulted in exces-mpact, the United States would have to adhere to

sively high bycatch of non-tuna species suchits current definition of “dolphin-safe.”

as sharks and billfishes because of the use o ENATE UNANIMOUSLY APPROVES

the log and school sets rather than dophin set

targetted by the purse seine fisheries. The MaindNCREASE IN NOAA FY 1998 BUDGET; $3.8

Republican’s remarks were echoed by Sen. TeMILLION ADDED FOR TUNA/DOLPHIN

Stevens (R-AK), an original cosponsor of the CONSERVATION STUDY

bill. Sen. John Breaux (D-LA), also an original The Senate on July 29th voted 99-0 in favor of
cosponsor, cautioned about the misuse of alterfinal passage of (S 1022/ SRpt. 105-48), the Com-
native “dolphin-safe” type labels. merce, Justice, State Appropriations Fiscal Year
Sen. 2o Kty (O, Rankig Subcommi. 1998 il unch ludes unding [ NOaA, The
tee Democrat, called the revised bill “a fair com- ' '

promise.” The Massachusetts Democrat Char_Cllnton requested $1.97 billion for NOAA in FY

acterized the revised bill as providing the im 0-1998' which is funded at $1.91 billion this year.
. “ : " P 9 PO~ \hile we believe NOAA is doing essential work
sition of “sound science” to support the policy.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) saidfor America, sometimes we disagree W'th our
. T : House colleagues on the level of funding (The
the compromise was handled in a “meaningful

way.” House Appropriations Committee mark was $1.86
' billion). We intend to address this in conference,
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), who had threatenecand we will go to conference
to filibuster the bill because of her belief that thewith a strong bill,” Appropria-
bill would weaken current dolphin protection tions Subcommittee Chairman ¢
measures, said the compromise could have neveludd Gregg H
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ignated to develop a National Coral Reef Institute in Florida.

(R- NH) said. His remarks were echoed by Ranking SubcomFhe Senate also recommended funding levels above the
mittee Democrat Ernest Hollings (D-SC). President’s request for the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric

Research (OAR), the National Weather Service (NWS) and

QM?Qaﬁsgz’nin;i%%r:rir; ict)tfcfair%dhg?/r rig?\%%rg%\:ZStlc(eR--sl\tlaH(ge National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information
pprop 99 ervice (NESDIS). The full Committee endorsed Ranking Sub-

provided up to $3.8 million for a study on the effects of Inten'committee Democrat of South Carolina Sen. Ernest Hollings’

tional chase and_ encwclgment on depleted d_oIph_m stocks quuest to increase funding for the National Weather Service
the Eastern Tropical Pacific Ocean purse seine fishery. Tt]3

18-month study is to be done in accordance with the comprogl more than $22 million.
mise language in Tuna/Dolphin legislation (S 39/HR 408Kignificantly, the Committee recommended full funding for

signed into law by the President on August 15th (PL 105-42jhe NOAA Operations and Research Center building at the
Goddard Space Center in Greenbelt, MD. It also increased

In his opening statement on July"2&en. Gregg said that . -
“We have, for example, provided strong support for the Nat-he funding for Sea Grant from the requested $51 million to $58

: . ) 2 ; million. The full Committee added a provision to spend $4
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), rpillion for the renovation and maintenance of the vessel RE-

which provides high-quality research and provides tEChnica}_ENTLESS. NESDIS’ Ocean Remote Sensing program received

Qata to our economy.” In particular,"the bill Increases fund: $1.2 million boost over the Administration’s request of $3.8
ing for the Coastal Zone Management Act, which is importan ilion

to all coastal and Great Lakes States and provides funding for
estuarine research. Since 75 percent of our Nation’s popul@he Senate Committee did not provide NOAA with all of its
tion lives near the coastline, placing a priority on preservingequested funds, however. Most significantly, the Commit-
our estuarine areas is important.” tee did not accommodate NOAA's request for $18 million for
. . . “ . the Clean Water Initiative. It also chose not to fund the Global
The New Hampshire Republican said that “the committee Pros : : .
. ; ) . . Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) program.
vides increased funding for the National Weather Service;
also. Many of us are concerned that this agency has the rEhe Senate added monies that were not requested by the
sources necessary to ensure timely warning of severe weath&dministration in a number of areas: zebra mussel research,
especially hurricanes and tornadoes.” summer flounder, a crab license buyback program in Wash-
ington State and oyster disease research all would receive

There were two colloquies that touched on NOAA programgiunding under the Committee’s recommendation.

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA). urged that the Subcommittee lea
ership to direct the National Marine Fisheries Service, through

the Information and Analyses, Resource Information acco A f““ “etailed aﬂﬂﬂ“nt ﬂf tlle NﬂAA |llll‘tillns

to provide $250,000 to the Odyssey Maritime Discovery C

ter in Seattle. The Qdyssey Center is a new educational | rrﬂf the Senatﬂ-llassell l:ﬂmmﬂrﬂe-JHStiGE'
ing center opening in July, 1998. State Appropriations bill is available on the
The second colloquy by the two Maine Senators focuse O'IIItEI'IIet TIIE EXI:EI‘Ilt illl:llllll!s sneciflﬂ in_

upgrading the Caribou Weather Office to a full Weather F

cast Office because the nearest modernized weather officeFGPMAtion about each of NOAA'S line and
over 360 kilometers away. Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) expre egtaﬁ llffiﬂes It can ne aﬂcassed at

her hope that NWS reorganization plan will result in the

grading of the Northerm Maine office. Chairman Gregg agr ﬂtlﬂ// WWMﬂﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂy/ﬂﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂ/ﬂ
to work closely with the Maine Senators when the subcam-

mittee receives the National Weather Service report and rec-

ommendations on a reorganization plan.

The bill included the $93 million above the Administration’s U.S. BANS BLUEFIN TUNA IMPORTS FROM THREE NATIONS
rﬁquest which was part of pac(kar?e approv%d on July 15th BYSHING IN VIOLATION OF TUNA CONVENTION

the Appropriations Committee (Chairman Ted Stevens, R-AK . . - . .
as part of the recommended FY ‘98 spending in the NOAA)ijhe United States is prohibiting all imports of Atlantic blue-

Operations, Research and Financing (ORF) account. It re in tuna caught by vessels from Panama, Honduras and Belize

.because the fishing activities of the three countries are un-

request in the National Ocean Service (NOS) “Acquisition O]derm_ining i_nt_ernational eﬁ_‘orts to manage and conserve the
Data” account and “Ocean Assessment program,” and thepecies, officials of the National Marine Fisheries Service said

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) “Information Col- on A_UQUSt 21st. Th|s IS th_e first time that the Uf"ted Sta’;es
lection & Analysis” account. has |mplemented mternaﬂonally agreed sanctions against

countries found to violate conservation rules of the Interna-
The Committee did accommodate the Administration’s requesional Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
for funding for the South Florida Ecological Restoration Ini- ICCAT). The U.S. action will ban bluefin imports from these
tiative. More than half the funds were Congressionally desthree countries.

ommended significant increases above the Administration
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HOUSE APPROPRIATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS  National Marine Fisheries Service-Orders a study of sea

6 PERCENT CUT IN NOAA PROGRAMS; HOUSE turtle recovery efforts, including a standardized statistical Sea
RULES COMMITTEE EXPECTED TO REPORT BILL FOR Turtle Stranding Network. Requires the Secretary of Com-
IMMINENT FLOOR ACTION merce to submit an implementation plan to establish a shrimp-

The House Appropriations Committee (Chairman Bopiurtle panel, with half of the members from industry , to review

Livingston, R-LA) on July 22nd recommended a 6.3 percen‘?XiSting biolpgical opinions on shrimp fishing_—turtle interac-
reduction in NOAA programs below the FY 1998 President'dions. Also, in the Gulf of Mexico, the Committee orders the

request. The Committee mark contained in HR 2267/HRp{]sheries service to immediately implement an independent

105-207 provided $1.860 billion for all NOAA programs Com-Working group recommended changes to current methods of

pared with the $1.978 billion requested by the Administration'€d Snapper bycatch analyses. and $800,000 is allocated for

Commerce, Justice, State AppropriatonsSubcommittee chaﬁhe ;tud_y Of_ nelarshore Attlzrlth bluef_lshtst%ck_s. Th? F'??:erl.
man Harold Rogers (R-KY) offered language stating that th S Service IS also expected o investigate the iImpacts ot L.all
. « : : ornia sea lions and harbor seals on salmons and the West
Committee “expects the National Weather Service (NWS) t ; .
. . o ast ecosystem. The Committee also expects NOAA to in-
continue operating and maintaining all data buoys and Coasta

. . ude as a priority the protection of high-risk consumers from
Marine Automated Network (C-MAN) stations currently naturally occurring bacteria associated with raw molluscan

funded by the NWS in fiscal year 1997.” shellfish.

(The House Rules Committee (Chairman Gerald Solomon, ceanic and Atmospheric Research¥he Committee ex-

NY) was expected to report the bill to the House floor omresses its desire that the Climate and Global Change pro-
September 8th under an “Open Rule,” permitting unlimitedgram increasingly focus on the El Nino and other near-to mid-
amendments on the House floor.) term climatic events. The Committee provides $1 million more

The bill includes language allowing NOAA to collect addi- than requested for the National Sea Grant College Program

tional fees to recover some of the costs of administering trﬁ%-?’ mllllgn). bNOAA IS elxpected tr? contmllJe to fr‘]md or?/stler |
aeronautical charting program, slated to be transferred to tfiS€ase and zebra mussel research at not less than the levels

Department of Transportation in FY 1999. The Committeé)rOVided in Fiscal Year 1995 with an additional $1 million for

said it was “concerned about NOAA's lack of progress inthe Gulf of Mexico Oyster Initiative. Under Marine Prediction

addressing the serious budgetary and financial problems.” fResearch, $1 million is set aside for aquatic nuisance research
therefore, directed NOAA to submit no later than Decembelfnder the National Invasive Species Act. Under Acquisition
1st an operating plan for FY 1998 funds and provide a progreQ Data, NOAA is directed to use $2.6 million to contract with

report on developing a revised budget structure, shortly aftép€ University-National Oceanographic Laboratory System
passage of the bill. (UNOLS) fleet to meet NOAA's oceanographic ship require-

ments.
In addition, the NOAA Corps strength was capped at 27

0 . . .
commissioned officers as of September 30, 1998 or 17 officefsational Weather Service-Provides $5.8 million above the
less than current strength. The President's budget assunfedministration’s request for Local Warnings and Forecasts/
the elimination of the Corps by that date. The budget zero&idS€ Operations ($313.8 million). “The Committee is aware
out the current $6 million funding for the Global ObservationdNat the Secretary of Commerce has recently ordered a sixty

to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE ) program, requested afay review of NWS operational and budgetary requirements
$7 million. to ensure that the core missions of the NWS are provided for.

o The Committee intends to work closely with the Department,
Here are other highlights: NOAA, and NWS as this review is completed to ensure that a

National Ocean Servicedncludes a base transfer of $14.4 modernized weather service is fully supported.” The Commit-

million and 129 full-time equivalents to the Federal Aviation{€® also expected NWS to make available its existing basic

Administration for the aeronautical charting program, as re(—jata and information to the agricultural community even

guested by the Inspector Generals of the Departments of Corlrl?—Ough NWS no longer provides specialized agricultural fore-

merce and Transportation. The budget assumes that the trafi@Sts- The existing system of data buoys and coastal marine

fer will be completed sometime in Fiscal Year 1999. The Comgutomated F‘etWOfk stations is_expected to be maintair_1ed pend-
g completion of a current review. The recommendation does

mittee mark includes an increase of $7.9 million above th&'9 € . .

President’s request for mapping and charting because of “t t include funding for the NOAA radiosonde network re-
Committee’s continued commitment to the navigation safety acement program.

programs of the National Ocean Service.” $13.9 million wag\ational Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Ser-
provided exclusively for contracting out with the private secice--The Committee expects a report by late winter on current
tor for data acquisition needs. Also, $8 million was providedholar satelliteconvergence program (NPOESS) plan and fund-
for the Administration’s Clean Water Initiative, including a $2ing profile which details the operational benefits and cost
million set aside for the “Community Right to Know Initia- savings to be achieved from convergence.

tive” to electronically provide water quality and pollution ) L i
data on coastal waters to local communities. $1.3 million is s&@Pital Assets Acquisitions-The Committee supports the

aside for the restoration of South Florida Ecosystems. TheHccessful completion of the Advanced Weather Interactive
Committee asked for additional emphasis on controlling harm-Tocessing System (AWIPS) and expects to be fully consulted

ful algal blooms. A study of the National Marine Sanctuary 3
Program by the National Academy of Sciences is included in
the $14 million recommendation for the sanctuaries program.
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prior to any decision to procure and additional AWIPS sysduced by House Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife, and Oceans
tems beyond the initial 25 agreed to as part of the limite@ubcommittee Chairman James Saxton (R-N.J.). The legisla-
deployment decision in January, 1997. The Committee prdion was introduced because of concern regarding the status
vided $15.2 million for the relocating of the Tiburon, CA fish- of herring and mackerel stocks and because of information
eries laboratory to Santa Cruz. The Committee refused to furiiat there is an effort to bring a factory trawler to East Coast
the $12.5 million requested to begin planning and design workaters to fish for these two underutilized species. The own-
for the NOAA Operations and Research Center building ag¢rs of the New England small boat fleet and leaders of eco-
the Goddard Space Center in Greenbelt, MD. nomically depressed fishing ports are concerned that the fac-

¥ " I N R NN NN N S S W e e ewm e mmowm= | tory trawler will overexploit these two underutilized species.

For a full account of NOAA excerpts from the House Ap-

o : Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) introduced counterpart legislation (S
propriations Committee Report (HRpt 105-207/HR 2267’ .
please refer to the NOAA Legislative Affairs Homepage af] 1035) on July 17. It was referred to the Commerce Committee.

I The moratorium would not be lifted until (1) the National
Marine Fisheries Service has completed a new population
survey of the abundance of the discrete spawning stocks of

http://www.noaa.gov/noaa-ola

STRIPED BASS CONSERVATION ACT PASSES Atlantic herring and Atlantic mackerel; and (2) the Secretary
HOUSE BY 399-8: RESOURCES COMMITTEE of Commerce has approved and implemented fishery manage-
CHAIRMAN CALL'S IT “MANAGEMENT SUCCESS” ment plans developed by the appropriate regional fishery

The Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act (HR 1658) passera]anage_ment co_uncﬂ for Atlantic he_rrlr!g and Atlantic mapk—
erel, which specifically allow large fishing vessels to partici-

the House on July"8inder Suspension of the Rules by a vote . : . N 5 :

. ate in those fisheries. A “large vessel” is defined as 49.5
of 399-8. The measure requires East Coast states to com@ry . .

. : ST . Mmeters in length powered by an engine of more than 3,000
with a management plan conserving the species, mCIUdmﬁorsepower

those within the 360-kilometer Exclusive Economic Zone. The '

bill calls for increased public input into the preparation ofin his remarks on the issue at a June 26th hearing of the House
striped bass management plans, authorizes a study of the fiRbsources Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans Sub-
population and how the species may be affected by enviroeemmittee (Chairman James Saxton, R-NJ), Mr. Schmitten said
mental changes. The Chairman of the Fisheries Conservaticth, would like to state clearly at the outset that the Agency’s
Wildlife and Oceans Subcommittee, Rep. James Saxton (Rencern is for conservation and management of these valu-
NJ), who introduced the legislation on May"1&aid that able resources for the overall benefit of the nation. We feel it
prior to enactment of the original legislation, striped bass nearig important to move forward in the management process
disappeared because of heavy fishing pressure, inconsisteéhtough the Council system set up under the Magnuson-
State management policies, and pollution. “Congress reStevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act. The
sponded by enacting the Atlantic Striped Bass Conservatiddid-Atlantic and New England Fishery Management Coun-
Act, which enforced a single management plan throughouils must move forward expeditiously to ensure conservation
the East Coast states. This allowed fisheries managers to takeasures are in place to safeguard these resources.”

the action that was needed to end overfishing and restore tm

C ; : Schmitten added that “the Councils are the fora for these
population.” Resources Committee Chairman Don Young.(Rrgiscussions as determined by the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

kilograms in 1973 to 1.5 million kgs in 1983. With passage o 'e will continue to work very closely with the Councils to
: ' glfill our joint mandate under the law to conserve and man-

the 1984 law and “after 15 years of careful management, t ;

striped bass population has fully recovered to pre-declin ge our valua_ble marine resources. | have e\iery reason to
levels. This is a major fishery management success.” elieve that will be successful in this endeavor.

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ) told his colleagues that “the impIeSENATIE AND HOUSE ADOPT RESOLUTIONS

mentation of the Federal-State partnership embodied in tHeONDEMNING CANADA FOR FAILING TO QUICKLY

Striped Bass Act has restored the striper to its former glory &ND BLOCKADE OF ALASKAN FERRY BY ANGRY

one of the most important sport and commercial fisheries cSSALMON FISHERMEN

the East Coast.” Rep. William Delahunt (D-MA) said the ActThe Senate by 81-19 adopted a resolution (SRes 109) intro-
“has been astonishingly successful.” Rep. John Petersatuced by Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-AK) July28&ndemn-
(R-PA) said “this program has succeeded beyond any expeing the government of Canada for its failure to quickly end the
tations.” There was no immediate explanation of what promptedimost three day blockade of the Alaskan ferry, Malaspina.
the eight Members to cast no votes, but it is believed that The resolution was cosponsored by fellow Alaskan Republi-
was not based on the bill's substance. can Ted Stevens, Senate Foreign Relations Chairman Jesse

Helms (R-NC), and Sen. Slade Gorton (R-WA). The resolu-
HOUSE PASSES ATLANTIC HERRING/MACKEREL TO tion asks the government of Canada to arrange for compensa-

LIMIT EAST COAST FACTORY TRAWLERS tion for the losses incurred by 135 passengers aboard the

HR 1575, which places a moratorium on large fishing vesselgrry which was also carrying 88 vehicles, freight, and mail.

United States Exclusive Economic Zone, passed the Houggckades, the U.S. Coast Guard might have to escort U.S.
on July 28th under Suspension of the Rules. It was intro-

4
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vessels transiting Canadian territorial waters, SenatoFhe bill, which authorizes $166 million in spending over
Murkowski said. next three fiscal years, is the product of a compromise be-

HConRes 124 passed the House under Suspension of Véeen the Resources and Science Committees. Both had
P ; P 1heir own versions of the bill. HR 437 as enacted is similar
Rules on July 29th. It was introduced by Resources Commi}-

) ; o the bill reported out of the Fisheries Resources, Wildlife,
tee_Chalrman Don Young (R"ﬁK)' The HOUS? refolunon deémd Oceans Subcommittee (Chairman Jim Saxton, R-NJ) on
scribed the ferry blockage as “illegal aggression.” It calls o

) o ! arch 8". The Science Committee made several significant
the President to “use all necessary and appropriate means

. X -~
compel the Government of Canada to prevent any further il angdes to the bill when it met on AprilL6

gal or harassing actions.” The substitute amendment passed by the House is the
roduct of discussions between the staffs of the Resources

According to press accounts, the ferry was surrounded by g@%d Science Committees. The Science Committee was par-

many as 300 small fishing vessels on the morning of July 191t . . e - .
. . : ularly pleased with additional provisions requiring sci-
after it made a previously scheduled stop at Prince Rupert, Bentific eer reviews of arant oroposals and spending caps
en route from Bellingham, WA to Ketchikan, AK. Canadian Pe : g prop P gcap
i . ) ; on administrative expenses.
fishermen claim Alaskan fleets are netting prized sockeye
salmon as they swim in the open ocean toward British ColumiFhe House floor debate, in fact, was a resounding endorse-
bia spawning grounds, in violation of the 1985 treaty on Pament of the compromise with 20 Members speaking in fa-
cific salmon. Canadians charge Alaska’s vessels have caughdr of HR 437, including Science Committee Chairman
so many sockeye this year that the breeding population migiames Sensenbrenner (R-WI) and Ken Calvert (R-CA), Chair-
not recover. Alaskan fishermen deny therge and say they man of the Science Energy and Environment Subcommit-
are fishing legally for the more common and less valuabléee. However, the Ranking Subcommittee Democrat Rep.
pink salmon, and any sockeye along the way is merely inciFim Roemer (IN) criticized the Administration for failing to
dental. recommend funds for zebra mussel and invasive species

The blockade disbanded on the evening of Jufyater a research in the bill. In fact, seven Great Lakes states Mem-

X : L X bers—from New York to Wisconsin—rose to emphasize
Canadian federal court issued an injunction sought by th L
o ; the significant damage caused by zebra mussels to the
state of Alaska. Additionally, according to press reports

: L ) d . ower plant and recreational boating industry and to urge
Canad|an.M|n|ster of _Fls_herles and Ocean; David Anderf e need for intensive Sea Grant research to control the
son promised local fishing leaders that his governme

. . ervasive infestation. The bill now includes a specific
would increase pressure on the United States to reop Npra mussel earmark
treaty negotiations. Sen. Murkowski was critical of Minis- '
ter Anderson for not directly asking the fishermen to endrhe Saxton substitute passed by the House provides an
the blockade. FY '98 authorization at $54.3 million, FY '99 at $55.4 million,

FY '00 level at $56.5 million. The President’s request for FY

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM ACT '98 is $50.2 million. The substitute also authorizes that up
PASSES_ HOUSE BY 422-3 VOTE to $2.8 million annually be made available from the autho-
The National Sea Grant College Program Act of 1997 (HRjzed funding ceilings for competitive grants for university
437) passed the House 422-3 on June 18th. The measygearch on the zebra mussel program. It additionally au-
was enacted after an unanticipated effort by Reps. Jam@sorizes up to $2 million for oyster disease research. The
Shadegg (R-AZ) and George Gekas (R-PA) to amend thgj| orders the Secretary of Commerce within six months of
bill to prevent another shutdown of the federal governapactment to establish merit review guidelines of grants

ment was ruled non-germane. After an objection was raiseghqg contract proposals from Sea Grant institutions.
by Rep. Sam Farr (D-CA), Acting Speaker Rep. James Rogan

(R-CA) ruled the amendment, which would have gone intd he substitute amendment dropped several significant pro-
effect if no federal budget was adopted, non-germane an¥isions contained in the Science Committee proposal in-
therefore the amendment, was immediately dropped froiluding repealing the postdoctoral Knauss Fellowship pro-

further consideration. Twenty Members spoke in favor ofdfam and Buy American provisions (later restored on the
passage of the bill from both sides of the aisle. floor). It also reverted to a three-year authorization and

) endorsed funding levels originally recommended by the
Three other floor amendments were adopted without obresources Committee, instead of the five years added in

jection: the Science Committee bill. The requirement that Sea Grant

—Restoring the International portion of the National sednstitutions be “recognized for scientific excellence” in-
Grant College program—supported by the Office of Man-Serted by the Science Committee was deleted in the substi-
agement and Budget—(by Rep. Sam Farr, D-Ca)); tute bill.

—Authorizing an additional $1 million for each of the next HOUSEADOPTS REPORT RECOMMENDING STUDY OF

three fiscal years to study the human health related effecPSSIBLE TRANSFER OF DEFENSE DOPPLER WEATHER RADARS
of oyster diseases (Rep. Billy Tauzin, R-LA)); TONATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

. " ) As part of final passage of the National Defense Authoriza-
—A “Buy America” provision (by Rep. James Traficant, D- )
OH)). (Continued on page 24)
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SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN SCIENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS SPACE
INTRODUCES NOAA CORPS DISESTABLISHMENT SUBCOMMITTEE MARKED UP SPACE
LEGISLATION COMMERCIALIZATION LEGISLATION

On June 11 Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman of the The House Science Committee (Chairman James
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee introducégnsenbrenner (R-WI) on June 18th reported legislation (HR
legislation (S 877) to disestablish the NOAA Corps. The bilL702) to streamline the process and promote commercializa-
was referred to the Commerce Committee. It would implemerf{on of space. The House Science Committee’s Space and
a recommendation made by the Vice President’s National Pef\eronautics Subcommittee (Chairman Dana Rohrabacher, R-

formance Review. The Department states that the legislatie”) onJune 12th had marked up the legislation. During the
proposal would result in a net savings to the Federal goverglbcommittee mark up, two amendments were offered, a Man-

ment of $24.6 million for Fiscal Years 1998-2002. agers amendment and one specific to the National Aeronau-
) _ tics and Space Administration funding of the Commercial Space
Essential NOAA Corps functions would be assumed bycenters. All of the amendments were agreed to by voice vote
civilianized positions. NOAA estimates that at the time Ofyyithout objection and were reported out of the subcommittee.
disestablishment there will be 290 officers within the Corpsype Managers amendment is considered a demonstration of
Of those officersl_?O vinI be eligiblg for convgrsion to civilian good faith to address some of the concerns raised by the
service and 120.WI|| retire. NOAA.W|II determine how many of agencies and to continue to work cooperatively with the Ad-
the 120 vacancies created by retirement need to be filled. Qkinistration to resolve concerns. The California Republican
ficers with less than 15 years service will be encouraged igyed to work with the Senate to insure that the President

convert to civilian status through a “conversiqn payment”wi” have a bill to sign by the end of the first session.
greater than the payment the officer would receive if involun-

tarily separated. Officers with more than 15 years service wifPr- D. James Baker, Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmo-
be retired, but will be eligible to compete for advertised vacarsphere, testified on June" defore the House Science
cies. Additionally, the NOAA Corps retirement program will Committee’s Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee on HR

be transferred to the Navy. 1702. Chairman Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) and Ranking Demo-

cratic Member Rep. Bud Cramer (D-AL) convened the hearing
HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE MARKS UP BILL to receive testimony about the licensing of commercial remote
AUTHORIZING CERTAIN NOAA PROGRAMS sensing systems.

p ; EFENSE, INTERIOR, ENERGY, AGRICULTURE, EPA
AK) on June 11th reported HR 1278, “The Oceanographic an ! ! ! !
Atmospheric Research Authorization Act of 1997,” authoriz- ND TRANSPORTATION FY 1938 APPROPRIATIONS

ing certain NOAA programs for FY ‘98 and ‘99. Earlier ver- BILLS TOUCH ON NOAA PROGRAMS

sions of the bill were reported by the Fisheries Conservatio®OAA interagency programs and issues have been men-
Wildlife and Oceans (FW&0) Subcommittee of Resources ofioned in several Fiscal Year 1998 appropriations bills now

May 22nd, and by the House Science Committee April 16thwending their way through Congress. The highlights include:

The full committee adopted one amendment, by Rep. KeRnergy and Water: The Senate Report (SRpt 105-44) filed on
Calvert (R-CA), to the bill as reported May 22nd by the Fw&0July 10th specifically forbids the Army Corps of Engineers
Subcommittee. The Calvert amendment reduces authorizéiawing down Idaho’dohn Day ReservaifProposals to draw
funding levels to those previously reported by the Sciencdown the reservoir in order to provide additional water flow to
Committee for Executive Direction and Administration ($18.2aid salmon migration to the ocean and thus further the efforts
million in FY ‘98 and $17.3 million in FY ‘99, compared to the to preserve endangered Northwest Pacific salmon, have gen-
Administration request for $19.9 million), and for Central Ad-€erated opposition from Members concerned about the pos-
ministrative Support ($31.3 million in FY ‘98 and $29.7 million Sible negative economic impacts of drawn down. However, on

in FY ‘99, compared with the Administration request for $32.3final passage, the Senate adopted an amendment to provide
million). funds for the continuation of the cost-shared salmon-friendly

) . o turbine program. The amount recommended supports contin-
During the FW&O subcommittee markup all provisions of the e improvements to juvenile fish bypass activities including

Science Committee bill over which Resources asserts excldyianded length screens, and electronic smolt monitoring.
sive Jurls_dlct!on were stricken, including the NOAA _Corps, Funding is also included to complete thehn Daypassive
fleet, navigation-related programs, coastal and estuarine monyeqrated transponder tag detector facility. The Committee

toring and assessment, and data acquisition for the Nationgkq provided $117 million for Columbia River Fish Mitigation
Ocean Service. Compared with HR 1278 as reported by thg Washington State, Oregon, and Idaho.

Science Committee, the bill authorizes an additional $2 million _ _ o
for Arctic research, plus another $2 million to the Ocean andhe Committee provided a $4 million increase (total of $6.6
Great Lakes Research authorization; and funds Office of Océlillion) to continue aquatic plant control, $2.5 million for

anic and Atmospheric Research data acquisition at $15.4 mebra mussel research by the Corps of Engineers, and $10
lion ($2.5 million above the Science report level). million for the Everglades and south Florida ecosystem resto-

ration.

The House Resources Committee (Chairman Don Young, IE
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Agriculture: The Senate Report (SRpt. 105-51) filed on JuyHOUSE RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE MARKS UP
17th provided $14.5 million for research into a replacement foCQRAL REEFS BILL

methyl bromide, a major contributor to atmospheric 0zonerhe House Resources Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and
depletion. The Committee also encouraged continued pupceans Subcommittee (Chairman James Saxton, R-NJ) marked
chases of surplus canned pink salmon, pouched pink salmagy on July 3%, HR 2233, the Coral Reef Conservation Act of
and salmon nuggets for donations to the national school lunglgg7. The bill was introduced on July 23rd and would estab-
program. The University of North Carolina was providedjish a coral reef conservation assistance program with a dedi-
$200,000 to conduct additional research toward repopulatiogated coral reef conservation fund in the Treasury to allow
of depleted fish stocks off the Atlantic coast. the Secretary of Commerce to provide financial assistance

Defense-The Senate Report (SRpt. 105-45) filed July 10tr@rants for projects that promote the conservation, protection,
provided $7.5 million for the National Oceanographic Partner@Ssessment, research and management of coral reef ecosys-
ship Program to help reduce the backlog. The Committee al$gms and coral reef resources.

allocated $500,000 for the Navy's cooperative marine mammaegarding other coral reef related legislation, the Senate did
research program. The joint Polar Orbiting Satellite Prograriot pass HConRes 8, a resolution expressing the sense of
NPOESS) with NOAA was provided $51.5 million. Congress to encourage the protection, conservation and sus-

Interior-- The House Report (HRpt. 105-163) filed on July 1stainable use of coral reef ecosystems. It had been repor_ted
allocated $300,000 a Washington State regional fisheries efut of the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation
hancement group initiative. The House Committee expecfsommittee (Chairman John McCain, R-AZ) on June 19th. The
the Fish and Wildlife Service to provide technical assistancE0US€ passed the resolution under Suspension of the Rules
to private landowners and dam owners who may have an if0 APril 23rd.

terest in mitigating the negative impacts on fish and wildlifesenate committee staff expects to finalize the bill report and
resources. The Endangered Species Act program is providggss the measure in September.

$76 million or $2.7 million below the Administration request .

“The Committee expects the Fish and Wildlife Service to purSTATEMENT BY PRESIDENT CLINTON ON SIGNING

sue aggressively its reclassification program and to downlifdOLPHIN CONSERVATION LEGISLATION
and delist species as quickly as possible.” (Centinued from page 1)

Environmental Protection Agency, National Aeronauticaland  “| am pleased today to sign into law HR 408, the "Inter-
Space Administration, and National Science FoundationFhe  national Dolphin Conservation Program Act". This Act is
House Report (HRpt. 105-175) passed on July 6th providesthe product of a bipartisan effort by the Congress, my
$5 million increase in ozone related research with the emph&dministration, and a number of major environmental
sis on health effects. The Committee remains concerned abayroups and U.S. fishermen. The Act will ensure that one
the ocean disposal of dredged materials and supports cosf-the best international programs to conserve marine
effective and environmentally safe alternatives. The Commitresources will be strengthened and continued.

tee set aside $250,000 for non-indigenous species dispers:ia

barrier in the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, as part of ﬂBhe protection of dolph|_ns inthe eastern tropical Pamflc
. . . cean, where these marine mammals swim together with
National Invasive Species Act.

schools of yellowfin tuna, has long been a high priority
The Committee recommends that NASA consider support fdior the United States. Strengthening the International
an institute for oceanic seasonal variability studies, includingpolphin Conservation Program through this legislation is
the study of the El Nino/Southern Oscillation. a major victory for strong international efforts to protect

The National Science Foundation was directed to completedaOIpth caught during tuna fishing in this region.

study on the proposal to create a non-regulatory NationdlThe Act recognizes that ongoing international efforts
Institute for the Environment. have been a tremendous success -- dolphin mortalities

Transportation--An amendment to S 1048 on the Senate floorh ave been reduced by more than 98 percent from previ-

. . ous levels. Foreign nations, whose fishing fleets have
on July 30th by Democratlc_South Dakota Senators Tm&ontributed to this success, will no Ionger]%ce U.S.em-
Johnson and Tom Daschle directed the Secretary of Tran&;ir : . . o

: . goes on their tuna products if they continue to partici
portation to cooperate with the Secretary of Commerce :ﬁate effectively in this international program
ensure that the Coast Guard geographic positioning systems '
operated under the Nationwide Differential Global Position-‘One of the major provisions of this Act is the change in
ing System (NDGPS) are compatible with NOAA's Continu-the definition of the standard for the "dolphin-safe” label
ously Operating Reference Station system. Also, that the twaffixed to canned tuna sold in the United States. The
departments investigate the use of NDGPS reference statiothafinition of dolphin-safe will be changed to mean that no
for NOAAs Global Positioning System Integrated Precipi-dolphins were killed or seriously injured during harvest-
table Water Vapor System. ing of the tuna. The label change will take effect in March

1999 unless the Secretary of Commerce determines that
tuna fishing by encircling dolphins has a significant ad-
verse impact on dolphin stocks. United States policy on
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this question has been and will continue to be based on
the best available scientific information.

“Unfortunately, H.R. 408 also contains provisions that
could be construed to direct how the Nation's foreign af-
fairs should be conducted. The Constitution vests the
President with special authority to conduct the Nation's
foreign affairs, and this authority necessarily entails the
exercise of discretion. Thus, section 4(e), that portion of
section 6(c) that amends section 302 of the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act, and section 7(c) will be construed to
be advisory within the executive branch.

In approving H.R. 408, | would like to recognize Con-
gressmen Gilchrest, Cunningham, Saxton, Cardin, and
Green and Senators Breaux, Stevens, McCain, Kerry,
Snowe, and Hollings for their efforts in the passage of
this legislation.

“The strictly enforced dolphin protection regime that this
Act endorses is a model of effective international coop-
eration on an important environmental matter, and | am
pleased to sign it.

ATMOSPHERIC HAPPENINGS

EL NINO PLAYS PROMINENT ROLE IN WEATHER
PATTERNS FOR COMING SEASONS

1 Check the NOAA Legislative Affairs webset for the Iat-I
est ino updates for your area. The website can be at-

I est EI Nino updates f The websi be ab

| cessed athttp://www.noaa.gov/noaa-ola |

STUDIES FIND SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC BENEFIT IN
CLIMATE FORECASTS

Long-range forecasts of the El Nifio/Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) phenomenon — significantly improved in recent years
— by NOAA and other entities could result in economic ben-
efits of between $240-$324 million per year to U.S. consumers
and producers in the agriculture sector, according to a study
to be published in an upcoming issueCtifnatic Changea
prominent journal dealing with climate issues.

A related cost-benefit analysis by academic experts of invest-
ments in research and observing systems to achieve and main-
tain improved ENSO forecast capabilities indicates real eco-
nomic returns of 13 to 26 percent to the United States. In
recent years, NOAA's ability to forecast ENSO has improved
significantly. These improved forecasts have a potentially
large economic value because they enable better decisions to
be made in climate-sensitive sectors of the economy.

“These studies clearly demonstrate the economic benefits of
improved long-range forecasting,” said NOAA Administra-
tor Dr. D. James Baker. “It is yet another example of how

Strong EI Nifio conditions are currently developing in thejnyestment in ocean and atmospheric research and observing

tl’OpiC&| Pacific. The warm event will b_ring wetter, cooler systems is a sound use of pub“c resources to produce a ben-
weather for the southern half of the United States from Noeficial return for the economy.”

vember through March, while the northern part of the countr ) ) )
from Washington east to the western Great Lakes will experl-OF the agricultural study, researchers analyzed differences in
ence warmer than normal temperatures, according to prediéimate conditions during ENSO events and the consequences
tions from NOAA's Climate Prediction Center. of those conditions for crop yields in the United States. In
some cases, depending upon the phase of ENSO, average
Scientists at the center said, hOWGVET, that forecasts for thﬁbntmy temperature and precipitation can Change simulated
summer due to end in a few weeks were more uncertain bge|ds of important crops such as corn, wheat and soybeans
cause El Nifio impacts during this time normally are not conpy as much as 15 to nearly 30 percent Therefore, accurate
sistent. long-term forecasts will allow farmers to make optimal plant-

EI Nifio is an abnormal state of the ocean-atmosphere systdfg @nd harvesting decisions, benefiting American consum-
in the tropical Pacific with important consequences for weathdf'S @nd exporters by lower prices.

around the globe. A separate cost-benefit study compared the costs of a suc-

"These are the typical weather impacts during a warm phaggssful ;O—year interr)ational_ effort to model and ynderstand
based on an average of all EI Nifio events,” said Ants Leetmag NSO With the benefits of climate forecasts only in the U.S.
director of the Climate Prediction Center. "This EI Nifio evenfdriculture sector. The study also took into account future
is shaping up to be similar to the strong events of 1957, 1979Sts 0f maintaining and improving the ENSO observing sys-
and 1982-83. During those years, many sections of the soufigM- Using sensitivity analysis, real economic returns on in-
ern half of the United States, including California, experience§f€Stments by the U.S. is at least 13 to 26 percent. This is
above normal rainfall from September through the followingSuPstantially above the 7 percent government minimum re-
May." El Nifio is an abnormal state of the ocean-atmospheﬂi*“red rate of return on public investments, said Peter Sassone,

system in the tropical Pacific having important consequencd¥fessor at the Georgia Institute of Technology and author
for weather around the globe. Among these consequenc@ the study.

are increased rainfall across the southern tier of the Unitefldditional NOAA-supported studies are currently underway
States and in Peru, sometimes resulting in destructive floogg estimate the benefits and application of improved forecasts
ing; and drought in northeast Brazil, southeastern Africa, angh the electric power industry, with emphasis on hydropower
the west Pacific. production; natural gas storage and transmission; the com-
modities markets; and the use of improved global forecast in
climate-sensitive economies like Latin America and China.
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ARE SMOG, SMOKE AND SEA SPRAY DELAYING ropean Commission’s Joint Research Center, Ispra.
GREENHOUSE WARMING? INTERNATIONAL TEAM OF In an earlier experiment called ACE-1 in late 1995, scientists

SCIENTISTS _TD _|NVEST|GATE _ ~ made similar measurements over the Pacific Ocean south of
Some 200 scientists from Europe and the United States joingfstralia, which is the least polluted area of the world and

forces this summer to investigate how smog, smoke and oth@ihere the natural aerosol system could be studied in near-
“atmospheric aerosols” affect climate and the extent to whiclristine condition.

they may offset the greenhouse effect, NOAA has announced ) )
ACE-3 is planned for the year 2000 and will focus on the

“Atmospheric aerosols are tiny particles or droplets, most ofegion downwind of the rapidly increasing pollution sources
them smaller than one micrometer in diameter, that are sugy eastern Asia.

pended in the atmosphere,” said principal scientist TimothxI

Bates of NOAAs Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory in EXRAD DOME RAISED AT NORTHERN INDIANA

Seattle, Wash. “The effect of these particles on radiation h&JRAL SITE

been known for many decades, as they are responsible fBenior NOAA officials and Rep. Tim Roemer (D-IN) partici-
colorful sunsets, hazes over the landscape and the less pated in the dome raising event on June 25th at the new North-
mantic smog in large cities. Only recently have scientists susrn Indiana WFO/RDA site near North Webster. The site is
pected these effects might also influence global climate. roughly midway between South Bend and Fort Wayne.

“The global distribution of aerosols, their characteristics anddespite competing against local festivities for the annual Mer-
the way they interact with solar radiation and clouds are alnaid Festival and Hot Air Balloon Festival, the event drew
poorly known, which prevents both precise calculations ofignificant media coverage and a crowd of about 85 specta-
the effect of aerosols on climate and accurate predictions térs. The event was the final official act as National Weather
future climate change,” Bates said. Service director for Dr. Elbert W. Friday, Jr., who participated

M d f heri Is includ K in a 45-minute media session prior to the ceremony. Dr. Friday’s
anmade sources of atmospheric aerosols include smoke ﬁ%ning comments and most of the media questions dealt

fumes_from industrial combust?on, forest_fires and autom_obilg?Nith the new office and WSR-88D radar.

emissions. Natural sources include mineral dust, which is

often transported over large distances, salt particles from s@de radar should be operational by SeptembeMhe
spray, sulfur and other organic emissions from the ocean amdcommendation for siting the radar was based on the
land, and sulfur from volcanoes. October 12, 1995 Secretary’s Report to Congress on

In the 2nd Aerosol Characterization Experiment (ACE-2) Jun@dequacy of NEXRAD Coverage and Degradation of
16-July 25, scientists within the International Global Atmo-Weather Services under NWS for 32 Areas of Concern. The
spheric Chemistry Project equipped a ship, and coastal améw radar is expected to be particularly useful in detecting
mountain top sites in Portugal and on the Canary Islands angke effect” snow that blows across the southeast end of
Madeira with the most advanced observational equipment {0, e Michigan dumping significant snow onto cities such
study manmade aerosols from Europe and natural dust aerQ- Michigan City and South Bend at the same time that

sols from the Sahara. Gary, only about 48 kilometers to the west, is dry. The

Six research aircraft performed dedicated flights to make me&eport Team concluded that NWS Modernization actions to
surements within these aerosol plumes and the surroundigbse the Fort Wayne Weather Service Forecast Office
clouds. The area was also monitored with the NOAAL12,,,5.1d result in a degradation of service.

NOAA14, NOAA/K, Meteosat, and ER-2 satellites.

“The various measurements we make in ACE-2 can be consideining Dr. Friday on the speakers’ stand for the ceremony
ered parts of a complex puzzle, which scientists from aroundere Rep. Tim Roemer (D-IN); Van Wert County, OH, Emer-
the world will piece together to explain the role of aerosolgency Management Agency Director Rick McCoy; and newly-
particularly those produced by humankind, in climate change $elected Northern Indiana Meteorologist-In-Charge Mike
Dr. Bates said. Sabones. Local Congressional staffers read statements on

A | particl imarily reflect liaht and | behalf of Indiana Senators Republicans Dan Coats and Rich-
€rosol particies primarily refiect suniight and can aiso en, .y Lugar and Hoosier Republican Representatives Mark

hance the reflective properties of clouds, both of which resu outer and Stephen Buyer. Under a clear sky with the tem-

in a.cooling of the Earth systgm. Scientists belieye that th erature at about 27-29 degrees Celsius and almost no wind,
cooling by aerosols may explain why the observed increase He construction crew took about 15 minutes to get the ra-

the global temperature is lower than that calculated by clima ; )
models considering the greenhouse effect alone. ACE-2 t.‘zome lited and placed on the 25-meter tower.
sponsored by the European Commission DGXII EnvironmenT EMPERATURE RANGE NARROWING BETWEEN

and Climate Program, the National Environmental ResearcDAYTIME HIGHS AND NIGHTTIME LOWS

Council and the Meteorological Office, both of the UnitedThe temperature range between daytime h|gh temperatures
Kingdom, France, the U.S. National Science Foundation anghd nighttime low temperatures is decreasing for most parts

NOAA. Meteorological and logistics support was providedof the world, a team of scientists reports in the July 18th edi-
by the Spanish National Meteorological Institute and the Eu-
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tion of Sciencemagazine The scientists, led by David R. square kilometers of a high plateau at the end of the last gla-
Easterling of NOAA's National Climatic Data Center in cial stage some 14,000 years ago.

Asheville, NC, studied data from 5,400 observing Station}\lTERAGENCY SURVEY TEAM RELEASES

around the world. The data cover 54 percent of the world’
total land area; this is 17 percent more than available for pre ’RELIMINARY FINDINGS ON RED RIVER FLOODING

ous studies. A team of experts on July 25th released preliminary findings
and recommendations from their study of National Weather

The scientists report that maximum temperatures have in- - service (NWS) forecasts and services during the April 1997
creased over most areawith the exception of eastern Canada, floods in North Dakota and Minnesota on the Red River of

the southern United Statesportions of eastern Europe, south- the North.

ern China, and parts of southern South AmerM@amimum _ _

temperatures, however, increased almost everywheexcept  An interagency disaster survey team led by NOAA found
eastern Canada and small areas of eastern Europe and iiaat complex river characteristics and I|m|ta_t|0ns in current
Middle East. The gap between the highs and lows decreasByVS flood forecast methods were the primary cause of
in most areas, except over middle Canada, and parts of soufiflanges in forecasts of the flood crest at Grand Forks, ND,
ern Africa, southwest Asia, Europe, interior Australia, anc@nd East Grand Forks, MN., as the record-setting crest ap-
the western tropical Pacific Islands. proached the two cities.

Seasonally, the strongest changes in the temperature gap wefg€ same forecast techniques that produced very good pre-
in the Northern Hemisphere winter; the smallest changes wefictions of flood stages on other portions of the Red River
in the Northern Hemisphere summer. These facts sugged€re not as effective for the Grand Forks/East Grand Forks

that there is an element of a seasonal cycle in the changereéa of the river,” said Edward Johnson, co-leader of the
NOAA survey and chief of the Hydrologic Operations Divi-

The authors note that minimum temperatures in the Southegfon, Office of Hydrology, NWS. “Our models did not fully

Hemisphere increased and postulate that increased cloudiccount for the submerged bridges and the very flat terrain
ness is contributing to this. They also note that urban effectgownstream that backed up water in the town.”

on the narrowing temperature gap are negligible, and circula-

tion variations in parts of the Northern Hemisphere appear thhe survey team also suggested that the NWS needs to im-
be related to the narrowing gap. prove the methods used to estimate and convey the uncertain

nature of its flood forecasts and outlooks to officials and the
SCIENTISTS DRILL ICE CORES HIGH ATOP BOLIVIAN public. “Our discussions with NWS customers in the Red

VOLCANO TO STUDY GLOBAL CLIMATE VARIABILITY  River valley indicated that there needs to be greater under-

standing of the meaning of long-range flood outlooks and
A team of scientists sponsored by NOAA researching Earthshort-range flood forecasts. We have to ensure that people
climate in ancient times, has obtained samples from a remot@early understand that river levels could be higher or lower
ice-covered volcano in Bolivia that will provide information than called for in the outlook and that our confidence grows
critical to the study of global climate change, NOAA an-as we issue forecasts and get closer to the event,” Dr. Johnson
nounced on July 24th. said.

The scientists, led by Lonnie Thompson, a professor of ged=looding on the Red River of the North established twentieth-
logical science at Ohio State University, drilled into a 129-century records at most locations along the river and was
meter deep glacier that covers the top of 6,482-meter Mparticularly devastating in the towns of Grand Forks and East
Sajama in a remote, high alpine area of Bolivia. They obtaine@rand Forks. With the exception of Grand Forks, which ex-
ice cores for chemical and physical analyses that will provideeeded the previous record, set in 1979, by over 1.5 meters,
a more extensive view of short-term climate variability in theobserved crests at most other forecast locations on the Red
South American Highlands. By looking at the informationRiver were approximately 60 centimeters above the previous
contained in ice records, scientists are able to unlock cruci&ecord.

clues to Earth's climate history. $149 MILLION IN CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR

The scientists arrived at the base of Sajama in June and setENMVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE INSTRUMENTS

camps: base camp at 4,752 meters and high camp at 5,58 contracts with potential value totaling $148.9 million were
meters. The three-day trip to the summit allowed time foawarded on July 3tfor sensor development for five critical
adjust to the change in elevation between base camp and thetruments that will fly aboard the country’s future polar-

summit. Drilling for ice cores on the 6,482-meter summit beorbiting environmental satellites, the Air Force and NOAA
gan on June 26th. announced.

“The cores are a storehouse of many environmental recordsthese contracts represent a major step in the merger of the
Dr. Thompson said. “Major volcanic ash layers could benation’s military and civil operational meteorological satellite

identified periodically throughout the cores along with othersystems into a single, national system capable of satisfying
red and yellow dust layers. Both cores contain 30 meters @bth civil and national security requirements for space-based
very clean ice near the bottom, which we speculate may datemotely sensed environmental data. The merger of these
from the time when the ancient Lake Tauca covered over 43,0¢ffograms was a key recommendation of Vice President Gore’s

10
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National Performance Review, which was aimed at streamlirJ NIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE AND NOAA
ing government and making it more efficient. The converge§STABLISH COOPERATIVE INSTITUTE FOR COASTAL

system is expected to save taxpayers $550 million throug’I‘ECHNOLOGY; SEN. JUDD GREGG CITED FOR HIS
1999 and additional savings throughout the life of the systensPPORT

The contracts were awarded by the Air Force Space and Mi&fficials with the University of New Hampshire (UNH) and
siles Systems Center in support of the Tri-agency NationdOAA on May 28th announced a new cooperative institute
Polar-orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite Systemfimed at fostering long-term conservation of the nation’s
(NPOESS) led by NOAA. coastal and estuarine ecosystems. Sen. Judd Gregg (R-NH),
. : redited with obtaining the $2.7 million in federal support for
The contractg are for competmv_e sensor and algor!thm_dev he Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environ-
opments for mstruments that will _fIy aboa_rd satellites in th ental Technology (CICEET), looked on as UNH President
NPOESS system. This system will combine the current dug, o, | ejtzel and Dr. D. James Baker, Under Secretary for

systems of polar-orbiting satellites operated by NOAA an ceans and Atmosphere. sianed the memorandum of under-
the Department of Defense. Under NPOESS the total numbgfanding creating tff)e inst’itu’?e
e

of satellites required and their associated ground systems ar
expected to be significantly reduced. The CICEET will be a national center for enhanced coopera-
tion and collaboration among academia, the private sector,
and federal, state and local governments. As chairman of the

-- $32 million to Hughes Space and Communications ComSenate Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary and Re-
pany,Los Angeles This action provides for development lated Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, Sen. Gregg has
and design of the Conical Microwave Imager/Sounder sensétipported the CICEET initiative based on the university’s
that will collect microwave radiometry and soundings. Hughegational stature and ground-breaking work in the field of en-
will perform this effort inLos Angeles$35,509,941 to Ball vironmental technology.

Aerosp_au_:e_ and Technologies _Corp_oranon,_ Aerospace SyI'§|'e also was instrumental in providing the $8.5 million for con-
tems D|V|S|onBo_uIder, CO. This action prowdes forqevel'_struction of a new Environmental Technology Building at
opment and (_je5|gn_ of the Ozone Mapping and Profiler SUQFNH, which will provide facilities for the institute and related
and the _Conu_:al M|crowaye Imag_er/Sounder sensors. B rograms. “We are grateful for Sen. Gregg’s ongoing, active
Corporation will perform this effort iBoulder. support of our research program here at the university,” said

--$4,874,570 to Orbital Sciences Corporation, Sensor Sy®Xr. Leitzel. “His vision in initiating the discussions leading to
tems DivisionPomona CA. This action provides for devel- the creation of the institute is typical of his commitment to the
opment and design of the Ozone Mapping and Profiler Suiteniversity and its leadership role in environmental technol-
sensors. Orbital Sciences will perform this effoRagmona ogy.”

--$36,772,433 to Hughes Aircraft Company, Santa Barbardt is only fitting that we enter into this cooperative venture at
Remote Sensing@oleta, CA. This action provides for devel- the Jackson Estuarine Lab, where the university, the state and
opment and design of the Cross Track Infrared Sounder afdOAA have been working cooperatively for the past eight
Visible/Infrared Imager Radiometer Suite sensors. Hugheyears to manage the Great Bay National Estuarine Research
will perform this effort inGoleta. Reserve,” Dr. Baker said.

$35,740,180 to ITT Aerospace/Communications Division, The Cooperative Institute brings science, technology and
Fort Wayne, IN. This action provides for development and management together — uniting the strengths of the public
design of the Cross Track Infrared Sounder and Visible/Infraand private sector — to create a greater whole toward pre-
red Imager Radiometer Suite sensors. ITT will perform thiserving our nation’s valuable estuarine environments,” Dr.
effortinFort Wayne. Baker added.

--$4 million to Saab Ericsson of Sweden for a Global PosiNATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE NOW BROADCASTING
tioning System Occultation Sensor that will measure the reSEVERE WEATHER WARNINGS FOR MORE SPECIFIC
fraction of radiowave signals from the GPS and Russia’'s GIcGEQGRAPHIC AREAS

bal Navigation Satellite System to characterize the ionospherghe National Weather Service (NWS) announced on August

The first satellite in the NPOESS system is expected to b9th an improvement to its service of broadcasting severe
available sometime toward the middle to latter half of the nex{€ather warnings to the public through its network of NOAA
decade, depending on when the current NOAA and Defensieather Radio transmitters. A new generation of weather

Meteorological Satellite Program satellite assets are exhaustégdio receivers, using NWS-developed technology, will en-
_ _ o o o able listeners to screen out weather alarms that do not apply
Under the Presidential Decision Directive establishing theg them.

NPOESS program, the Air Force has lead agency responsibil- ‘ ) '
ity for major systems acquisition, and NOAA has overall lead e want to reduce the ‘Boy Who Cried Wolf’ syndrome by

responsibility for the program and for operation of the systargeting our alarms for specific segments of the listening
tem. The source selection team for the contracts was corfitéa: Sf’}'d Louis J. Boezi, NWS deputy director for modern-
posed of Defense Department, NASA, and NOAA memberdzation. “This new warning procedure is a breakthrough be-
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The contracts were awarded as follows:



NOAA Legislative Informer September 1997/Issue #24

cause it lets NOAA Weather Radio listeners screen out theate enterprises, associations, and local, state and federal
severe weather alarms they don’t want to hear. If listeners ag@vernment agencies.

awakened at 3 a.m. for a severe weather warning 120 kilomArkwright Mutual Insurance Co. announced in late August
ters (75 miles) away, they may eventually tune out all togethethat it is investing $1.2 million to install 10,000 receivers into
We don'’t want that to happen.” its customers’ facilities for no charge. This will be the largest

NOAA Weather Radio. the “Voice of the National Weatherprivate investment in the NOAA Weather Radio network and

Service,” broadcasts official NWS warnings and hazard im‘oryvIII extend the service into a wide range of companies and

mation and local forecasts 24 hours a day over a growinorganizations nationwide. s

national network of more than 450 transmitters. Routine foreLLINOIS GORN FIELD STUDY BY NOAA'S

cast information is updated every one to three hours, arMERONOMY LAB ON : WHAT GOES DOWN... COMES
NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts are repeated about eveP?

five minutes. Researchers from the Aeronomy Laboratory's Tropospheric

. . . Chemistry Program and the Atmospheric Dynamics Program
During an emergency, National Weather Service forecasters . S L .
: : ; re literally "in the field" this summer - an lllinois cornfield,

interrupt local NOAA Weather Radio programming and Sen\(ﬁ]at is. The site is near the Flatland Atmospheric Observa-
out an alarm tone that activates NOAA Weather Radio recei forv outside of Champaian-Urbana. an area Iian which the At-
ers within the entire listening area. Since transmitters typir'noys heric D namicspPrg ram has,a long historv of studvin
cally reach people within a range of hundreds of square kilo- P y 9 9 y ying

. Lo mospheric waves in the lower atmosphere. This time, chem-
meters, technical limitations have led to the appearance ?s}tr mrc)aasurements and meteorolo icgl measurements will be
“overwarning” for some severe weather events. y 9

combined in the Flatland '97 Flux Study.
Mr. Boezi said a new generation of NOAA Weather Radi
receivers have a Specific Area Message Encoding (SAM
feature that allows consumers to choose only the official NW ave an effect on the local. or even regional. atmosphere?
watches and warnings they want. Older NOAA Weather Ra.i_ ' 9 ' P '

dio receivers continue to work, but these older receivers d he nitrogen in the fertilizers is consumed and transformed
’ By soil bacteria, ultimately forming nitrogen oxides (NOx). If

_not_ a_IIow Ilstene_rs fo screen out weather service alarms f%e NOXx stays close to the ground (within the "canopy" of the
individual counties. ) . :

corn), the atmospheric NOx concentration could build up so
Mr. Boezi praised the efforts of the consumer electronics inRigh that it triggers a reaction with ozone. This scenario would
dustry to bring these new NOAA Weather Radio receivers toonsume ozone and thereby reduce the local ozone levels.
the marketplace. “We hope that manufacturers will develofBut if the NOXx is dispersed beyond the canopy, the more mod-
new car radios and citizen band radios capable of picking ugrate but more widespread increase in NOx could affect the
SAME-coded alerts,” said Mr. Boezi. “Since the SAME codegegional oxidant chemistry in such a way as to make more
are fully compatible with the Federal Communicationsozone.

Commission’s Emergency Alert System, we also hope SOMe=ic Williams, Jerry Harder, and Chuck Eubank will be making

day soon to see new tele_v|3|on Sets, pagers, c_e_llular IOhonr%seasurements of nitric oxide (NO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2),
and other electronic devices capable of receiving SAME- : :
) ; and ozone (O3) fluxes to try to determine which way that

coded alerts. There’s a huge market out there for devices that .. ... .
Switch" is toggled. They'll use two methods to measure the

;ﬁg gleegre;etléoa:]ectei:]\q/(ee gﬁ?}tngo‘;?%?s; thv?/f]ae;d t\r’]vgmr:qnﬁﬁjxes: their time-tested enclosure method (in which contain-
peop Y y 9 y rs are placed over the soil and the interior air is sampled over

have minutes to react.” . ) . - : :
time); and a new configuration of existing equipment that will

The first brand of the new SAME-capable receiver is sold byrovide eddy correlation measurements of the fluxes. Two
Radio Shack, and other brands of receivers with the SAMBniversity of Colorado, Boulder, students will be making leaf-
feature are expected to be sold by electronics manufacturdes/el measurements. From June 8th-July 2nd, the scientists
later this year. made observations while the corn was just getting a start on
agrowing. Then for the July 23rd-August 15th phase of the

tudy, the canopy was at its maximum. Wayne Angevine and

lison Grimsdell were looking at dynamics on a broader scale
e sing wind profilers and balloon soundings, and NOAA's Air
(gesources Laboratory will make meteorological and chemical
measurements from NOAA's Twin Otter aircraft. The combi-
nation will be used to initialize, verify, and improve the Aer-
Since the Gore NOAA Weather Radio initiative began, th@nomy Laboratory's models that will attempt to "scale up" the
National Weather Service and other members of the Gore taskrface flux measurements of Eric Williams' group. Atthe end
force have been actively promoting public/private sector parisf the study, Aeronomy Laboratory program leader and prin-
nerships to provide the needed resources. More than 50 ne¥pal investigator Fred Fehsenfeld believes that the scientists
weather radio transmitters have been installed since 19%ill know "how much of what goes down must come up" - and
through grass roots partnerships combining resources of prisere.

he investigation is aimed at answering an intriguing ques-
on: Do the agricultural fertilizers applied to the cornfields

Following a tornado that killed more than 20 people in a rur
Alabama church on Palm Sunday in 1994, Vice President
Gore set a goal to make NOAA Weather Radio receivers
common as smoke detectors in American homes and to
tend the coverage provided by the NOAA Weather Radi
transmitter network to 95 percent of the United States.
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I The purpose of the briefing was to inform appropriations and autho-

N 0 AA 0 c EANI c HAPPENIN G s rizations staffers that the (San Francisco) Bay Delta was an Adminis-

tration priority, and that the intent was to do "ecosystem budgeting"

MODIFIED PLAN ANNOUNCED TO REDUCE LARGE WHALE --looking at an area comprehensively to budget for its regional needs.
ENTANGLEMENTS IN ATLANTIC LOBSTER AND GILLNET The CALFED Bay-Delta Program was started in June, 1995 as a
GEAR; FAVORABLY RECEIVED BY SEN. CHAFEE AND collaborative effort to address a declining ecosystem, uncertain wa-
LOBSTER INDUSTRY ter supplies, imperiled water quality, and unstable levees. The area of

NOAA on July 18 announced a four-year plan to reduce entanglefederal attention is in California's Bay-Delta, the region where the San
ment of four large whale species, particularly the rare northern rightancisco Bay meets the Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta. The
whale, in lobster and gillnet gear off the North Atlantic Coast. Irrea is an Administration priority because it is in need of remedial
many areas, the gear will have to be rigged to reduce risk to tHé@rk; including recovery of “priority species" of winter-run chinook
whales. “This represents a major change in the way we intend to dé8 steelhead trout. The area provides the fresh water supply to 22
with large whales in the region,” said Terry Garcia, Acting Assistarfiillion people, and produces 45 percent of the nation’s fruits and
Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere. “It will immediately reducéegetables. The management efforts of the CALFED Bay-Delta
risks to the animals and sets up a cooperative public process fjiegram have included close cooperation not only among state and
making gear decisions,” he said. “The goal was to develop a b&ederal agencies, but involvement of urban and agricultural water
anced approach — one that protects the whales from gear entangers, fishing interests, environmental organizations, and business.

ment while balancing the needs of the fishing community. This plagne administration representative informed the Hill that California
successfully achieves the balance. has passed Proposition 209, a water bond act worth approximately

The rule is a revision of a controversial take reduction plan propos@390 million, of which $450 million is slated for the Bay Delta. This

by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in April. Afterproject was envisioned as a 50/50 Federal/State partnership, so the
making the proposal, the agency conducted 12 hearings on the pfgiministration must ask Congress for the other $450 million. This

in five states attended by more than 2,500 persons, and recei@fount is supposed to be appropriated over a three year period
written comment and petitions from more than 13,000 persons aRgginning in Fiscal Year 1998, at around $143 million per year. The
organizations. The plan is substantially revised from the initial preRdministration detailed the ecosystem roundtable, and other pro-

posal, based on the constructive advice received from constitueigsses in effect to select projects to improve the regional ecosystem,
cies. on an Request for Proposal basis. These decisions will be based on

) . astakeholder consensus. Proposals totalling $600 million have been
The Reuters news agency quoted Robin Alden, Maine's Commigsceived, and are being weighed now. The projects fitinto the follow-
sioner of Marine Resources, Wh‘O had threatened to sue NMFS oygh categories: watershed planning and implementation; construc-
the original proposal, as saying “with this announcement we will - jand acquisition; habitat restoration; water quality; and monitor-
allright....(the whales) now have 7,000 friends Iookmg out forthem Ofhg, assessment and reporting. Armed with the roundtable’s recom-
the ocean.” He was referring to a proposal to train fishers 0 assigbndations, the Governor of California Pete Wilson and Secretary of
special rescue crews that will disentangle the whales. Interior Bruce Babhbitt have final decision making power over the

Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME), Chairman of the Commerce SubcorRrojects selected.

mittee on Oceans and Fisheries, worked extensively with the agengyafrers at the briefing asked how the program would be affected by
fishing and lobster industry representatives, and state officials, fgsg funding, what kinds of analysis would be done on the projects,
ensure that the fir}gI rule balanced the need to protect right Wha‘fj’ﬁrojects that were "ready to go" would receive undue priority, the
while also recognizing the need to ensure the continued economiGesihility of recycling water used for fish runs back into the system
viability of the lobster and fishing industries. The interim final rule iy farm use, and if the whole process would hold together over time.
credited with providing fishermen with fiexibility to modify their gear the administration officials reiterated the need for this Bay Delta
based on the areas they fish and the likelihood of whales in that arggram in order to maintain and improve the regional ecosystem.

The planis required by 1994 amendments to the federal Marine Ma@TEPHEN BRANDT IS NEW DIRECTOR OF NOAA'S

mal Protection Act the federal Marine Mammal Protection Act. |
requires NMFS to develop, with public participation, take reductiotGRE:\\T I'AtK Egtrf N,E,’(I;‘AOA“ MENTAL L dAtBr?RATOBYt tof D
plans. A planis required for all fisheries that are known to occasio N AUgUS ’ anhounced the appointment of Lr.

ally or frequently entangle marine mammals in populations that are }ephen B. Brandt as the new d|r_ector of the Great Lakes Envi-
biological concern. ronmental Research Laboratory in Ann Arbor, MI. Brandt has

been the director of the Great Lakes Center for Environmental
ADMINISTRATION BRIEFS HILL ON STATE/FEDERAL SAN Research and Education at the State University of New York at
FRANCISCO BAY-DELTA INITIATIVE Buffalo, where he was also a professor of biology. The author of

On July 31st, Terry Garcia, NOAA's Acting Assistant Secretary forearly 100 scientific papers and articles, Dr. Brandt is the presi-
Oceans and Atmosphere, participated in the Administration's CALFE@ent-elect of the National Association of Marine Laboratories
Bay-Delta Program briefing for Congressional staff. Other agenci@éd is the past president of the International Association of
represented were the Office of Management and Budget, Depdftreat Lakes Research and a past member of the science Advi-
ment of Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Armysory Board of the International Joint Commssion for the Great

Corps of Engineers, and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Lakes. The lab has a staff of 60, a $5.2 million budget, and
studies toxicants, natural hazards, hydrology, and invasive spe-

cies in the Lakes, such as zebra mussels.
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- restrictions on avoidable vessel transits through the right

NOAA DETERMINES NAVY NOT LIKELY TO whale critical habitat during the calving season;
JEOPARDIZE PROTECTED MARINE SPECIES; - posting of an additional lookout when traversing the critical
NAVY MODIFIES OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEAST habitat; and

ATLANTIC TO REDUCE INTERACTIONS . : . .
- avoidance of sargassum rafts, which may attract juvenile sea
Protective measures proposed by the U.S. Navy have signifidrles, when training with air-dropped ordinance.

cantly reduced the likelihood of interactions between Navyiy addition, the Navy has established a state-of-the-art real-
ships and aircraft with northern right whales and with othegjme system for receiving and relaying reports of right whale
protected species, concludes an Endangered Species Agtations anywhere within and near the critical habitat. This
“biological opinion™ issued by the National Marine Fisheriesclearing house will receive reports from all sources — com-
Service. mercial, governmental and military — and relay sighting infor-

The fisheries service’s opinion, released on May 15th adnation to Navy ships and to civilian authorities for dissemi-
dressed the potential effects of Naval operations at sea difilon to mariners.

the southeast U.S. coast on the endangered and threatep¢SHERIES SERVICE NAMES PACIFIC AND ATLANTIC
species present there. The opinion concludes that measUiSCREATIONAL COORDINATORS

ardopted by the Navy will help ensure that their acti\_/ities alongIiIOAA has announced the appointment of Pacific and Atlan-
the southeast U.S. coast are not likely to jeopardize the COfc Recreational Fisheries Coordinators for the National Ma-
tinued existence of any threatened or endangered SPECIERe Fisheries Service (NMFS). Marty Golden was named for
Tfr]]olse s%ectlﬁs :ncludehtr;e nolrthern_trrl]th Wh,al%lhurﬁpbi%e Pacific, a new position responsible for coordinating and
wha'€ and otneriarge whales, along with Kemp's ridiey, haw %’mplementing agency recreational fisheries programs for West

bill, loggerhead and green sea turtles. coast states, Alaska, Hawaii and the Pacific trust territories.

The biological opinion is the product of a year-long sustained(,sinny Fay was appointed for the Atlantic, also a new position
cooperative effort involving the National Marine Fisheriesfor the East Coast states and the Caribf)ean Ms. Fay’s “ex-

I\S/ler\_/lceMand |ts| pCarent.ag_encyE,) N.OA'?h; the Navy;tr?ndN th‘fensive background and experience in marine recreational fish-
ariné Mammal .ommission. During the process, the NavVy, ;o5 ot hoth the state and regional levels make her ideal for

provided detailed descriptions of vessel and aircraft opergp,o job,” said Dick Schaefer, chief of Intergovernmental &

tions in the area, including air-dropped ordnance exerCiseI§ecreational Fisheries Office. Before joining NOAA, Ms. Fay
and naval gunnery. The agencies involved then collaboratglg X e

. X . : . as a fisheries biologist for the State of Massachusetts, work-
to identify appropriate locations, times and measures for Navi¥]

. . . . g with recreational fisheries communities on Cape Cod, and
operations t_hf%“ WO.UId ensure species protection while n%triorto that, she was with the Maryland Department of Natu-
unduly restricting vital naval training. ral Resources. She will be based at NMFS headquarters in

“This biological opinion is a landmark event in Navy-NOAA Silver Spring, MD.

cooperation,” said Terry Garcia, Acting Assistant Secretar)i.uming to West Coast: “The agency has recently made great

of Cqmmerce for Occa?ns ar':d ?{tlTolipherf. . Itllsdbased. ONFrides to improve recreational fishing opportunities and cre-
genuine concern on he part ot the Navy 10 Include environo . ygirctive dialogue with anglers,” said Marty Golden.

ment?ltrp])rotNecthn astg parlt of its .T'Ss'on a”?’b‘.’I!JtT undtlatrstlan ’m excited by the chance to improve the agency’s focus and
INg of the INavy's hational Securty responsibities. 1t IS0, m nication with the recreational fishing community.”

shows NOAA's resolve to address the impacts to right whales
and a willingness to work with involved parties to find solu-Golden hopes to develop education outreach programs that
tions.” promote strong conservation ethics among anglers, to foster
a better understanding of the marine environment and related
Ssues. A recently completed agency video entitled “Fish for
omorrow” is an example of one such project he plans to
& pand upon. Golden will be located in the NMFS Southwest
egional Office in Long Beach, CA, working with other agency

creational fisheries staff to provide input to various recre-
ional management initiatives. Golden is a fellow and served
director of the Southern California Chapter of the American
stitute of Fishery Research Biologists, is an American Fish-
Eries Society Certified Fisheries Scientist, and a member of a
number of other professional organizations. He is also an
Among the measures implemented by the Navy: underwater photographer. Golden holds an associate’s de-
éree in forestry, and a bachelor’s and master’s degree in zool-

“To the maximum extent practicable, we have relocated o
operations away from the northern right whale critical habita

and other protected species are less likely to be found,” s

Navy General Counsel Steven S. Honigman. “When we d
operate in proximity to these species, we have implement
protective measures to ensure that Navy ships and aircra()i
detect and avoid the whales. We are committed to acting
responsible stewards of our environment and the marine li
with which we share the oceans,” he continued.

- relocat_ion of bom_b drops, naval gunnery and operati(_)n y, all of which include work in fisheries and water pollution
that require use of high vessel speeds further away from rig ology

whale critical habitat areas;
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ocean research gear to conduct surveys of coastal ocean

NEW BEDFORD SEAFOOD COMPANIES REACH $1 waters. When TWA Flight 800 crashed into the Atlantic Ocean
MILLION SETTLEMENT IN FISHERY FRAUD CASE off Long Island last year, the ship broke off scheduled opera-
SEA RICH ADMITS GUILT tions and raced to the crash site to assist in the search and

NOAA on June 12th finalized an unprecedented monetar covery effoﬂs. Rude’s per.sonnell used the.ship’s sensitive
settlement of a fisheries enforcement case with Sea RiG¥a"Ning equipment and their charting expertise to locate and

Seafoods, Inc. and Atlantic Gem Seafoods, Inc. of NeW@P the major wreckage sites within 48 hours of the crash.

Bedford, MA., fish dealers charged in April with 1997 ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA QUOTAS FINALIZED
underreporting more than $1 million in fish and scallops.  The National Marine Fisheries Service issued its final 1997
“This settlement sends a strong message to federal fisheri@gantic bluefin tuna category allocations for U.S. fishermen,
dealers that illegal activity will not be tolerated,” said NOAA NOAA announced on June 25th The final allocation cuts the
enforcement attorney Chuck Juliand, who handled the casBeserve quota from 145 mt to 33 mt, maintains the Purse Seine
Both companies have agreed to help with the ongoing inve§Hota at 250 mt, leaves the Incidental longline quota un-
tigation of others who may have illegally harvested and/ofhanged at 110 mt, increases the General category quota from

sold fish and scallops to Sea Rich or Atlantic Gem. “This>31 mt to 633 mt, maintains the Harpoon category quota at 53
investigation is still open,” Juliand said. mt, and increases the Angling category quota from 222 mt to

_ S 265 mt.
In settling 113 counts of violating fishery management regu-

lations, Sea Rich Seafoods, Inc. admitted guilt and agreed '€ allocations determine how much of the total U.S. quota -
pay approximately $1 million in fines, and will have its dealerl,344 metric tons - can be caught by fishermen in each of five
permit permanently revoked. In addition, Sea Rich presiderfitlantic bluefin tuna fishing categories. In addition, a Re-
Thomas R. Reilly agreed not to obtain any interest in a feder@ffVe is set aside to allow the fisheries service to transfer the

fish dealer permit for seven years and his three fishing vess@totas, if necessary, to prevent overages. The total quota
permits have been suspended for up to five years. was assigned to the United States at the November 1996 meet-

ing of the International Commission for the Conservation of

Charges against Atlantic Gem were dropped. In return, thgtiantic Tunas and represents a modest increase of 33 mt
company will conduct business under new operational angyer 1996.

monitoring procedures for up to one year, while the principals ) ] ) ) . )
attempt to sell the company. If there is no sale by June 3@ccording to fisheries service officials, the 145 mt quota in-

1998, NOAA is entitled to permanently revoke Atlantic Gem'scréase among the General and Angling categories is needed
dealer permit. to improve bluefin science by keeping the General and An-

. gling category fisheries open as long as possible to achieve
NOAA SURVEY SHIP VISITS U.N.'S “EARTH SUMMIT  high survey sampling rates over the widest possible geo-
+5"; DEPUTY UK PRIME MINISTER TOURS VESSEL graphic area and longest possible fishing season.

NOAAs hydrographic survey shigude,which gained promi- In addition, the fisheries service also is responding to recom-

nence in July, 1996, when it made the first discovery of TWAmendations from the National Research Council by increas-
Flight 800’s underwater wreckage, tied up along the East River y

on June 23rd, to participate in the United Nations’ speci ing its scientific data gathering and tagging studies for 1997.

“Earth Summit + Five” meeting -- marking half a decade since he increase to the Angling category will be used partially to

the landmark 1992 conference on the environment held in Rig . the ha_lrve_s_t t_hat has_occurred d_urlng_the collection of
additional scientific information on the winter fishery off North

de_ ‘_]anelro. The ship was visited by British D_eputy Prlm(:Carolina. About 150 archival tags were surgically implanted
Minister John Prescott, a former merchant mariner, who was

. " - L in bluefin to gather additional data on their movement and
accompanied by other British officials. His visit was foIIowedth reby study stock mixing between the east and west Aflan-
by an impromptu dockside news conference where he stresst?(ﬁblueyﬁn Oy ulations 9
the importance of oceanic research. The press conferencé pop '
was covered by the British Broadcasting Corporatiile  25TH ANNIVERSARY OF COASTAL ZONE
London TimesindThe London Telegrapl©over 300 persons MANAGEMENT ACT STUDY FINDS LAW GENERALLY
toured the vessel over a three day period. Rbee(pro-  EFFECTIVE RECOMMENDS BETTER RESULTS
nounced Rudy), was conducting hydrographic surveys in Ne\MEASUREMENT, TRACKING

York Harbor to update nautical charts for safe navigation - -
One of the nation's earliest resource management laws, the

plays a key role in NOAAS efforts to explore and protect thq:ederal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA), may
world’s oceans — an important objective of the 1992 Earth - ) AR
be one of the nation's most successful. That's the principal

Summit. Such surveys are an important contribution to th]g o - .
, . ) - inding in preliminary results of a National Sea Grant College
U.N.’s International Oceanographic Commission ocean r

. ) eI5rogram-directed study released on July 2rd in Boston during
;earch programs. NOAA co_op.erateg_vx{lth th? UN S Intema@oastal Zone '97, a biennial gathering of 850 coastal zone
tional Oceanographic Commission, utilizing ships likeRhde

to collect ocean data that is critical for the prudent mana (anagement administrators, scientists and policy makers.
P geI'Wenty—five years after the CZMA first provided fiscal incen-
ment of our oceans.

tives to 35 states and territories to develop effective coastal
The Rudés officers and crew use state-of-the-art sonar andone management programs aimed at properly manag-
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ing coastal resources, the evidence of success is readily ahorelines. These include shoreline setbacks and regulation
parent. of shoreline development, acquisition and stewardship of state
lands and research and public education about shoreline pro-

Today multiple case examples ?hOW ”.“”Ft coastal states aR€sses and human impacts. For example developments are no
territories have developed effective policies promoting pro;

tection of critically important estuaries, wetlands and beacf o built as close to the shore as in the past. Notable suc-
. y import Lo ess stories can be found in the application of North Carolina's
areas while at the same time ensuring public access to coas

areas. The law has also been important in stimulating eco;

) “Te
nomic development of urban waterfronts and the promotion
of environmentally responsible seaport development. Thifrovision of Public Access to the Shore

success has come at a time of increased pressure on coa

| . - .
resources, with demographic projections predicting that 8§?ate programs give significant attention to the neeo_l to pro-
: . -~ S vide public access to the shore. Due to decreases in public
percent of the United States population will live within 80

kilometers of the coast by the year 2000. funding and incregsed societal concern over the protecftion of

private property rights, coastal states have been very inven-
The study found that in every state coastal management priive in developing a new tools and approaches as an effective
gram there are numerous case examples to illustrate on-theeans of providing public access. Examples include provid-
ground effectiveness of CZMA policies. Further it found thating legal assistance to secure public rights-of-way and devel-
state programs were often quite innovative in achieving theiwping partnerships with public and private institutions. Tra-
objectives through the implementation of a combination oflitionally, acquisition and regulatory techniques had been
regulatory and non-regulatory approaches. heavily relied upon.

ceanfront Setback Law," Maine's "Natural Resources Pro-
ction Act," and in Oregon's "Rocky Shore Strategy."

The conclusions are based on available data from the indNotable accomplishments at the state level were the acquisi-
vidual programs, case examples and the tools -- a variety tibn of 2,300 new public access sites in California; and the
planning, regulatory and scientific techniques used to marcompletion of a comprehensive access system in North Caro-
age and balance the use of coastal resources -- that are dima which includes neighborhood, local, and regional facili-
ployed by the programs. ties designed to meet the characteristics of each site.

Joseph Uravitch, Chief of NOAA's Coastal Programs Divi-Redevelopment of Deteriorating Urban Waterfronts and Ports

sion, says, "I think this study shows the emergence of neVﬁ:oastal zone management is helping more than 300 cities
concepts of program accountability and effectiveness, and a 9 ping

the same time points to the need to do a better job of accoufinong 29 coastal states and territories revitalize their urban

g orthe on-ne groun el of il zone managemel {11 1 W% PSP e ey el o e
programs nationwide." ' g gely

the prerogative of cities. States most active in waterfront revi-
Summation of Key Areas Assessed: talization are found in regions that have experienced signifi-

Protection of Estuaries and Coastal Wetlands cant industrial change over the last two decades.

Notable examples of various urban waterfront efforts can be

Protection of estuaries and coastal wetlands is a high priori% nd in New York's "Waterfront Revitalization of Coastal
issue for the great majority of state coastal zone manageme/{ﬁJ

. . reas and Inland Waterways Act," in Massachusetts' "De-
programs. Sufficient data were available for probable determ{ieloped Port Areas" program, and in the California State
nations for about one-third of the states and the great majo{foastal Conservancy's Urban Waterfront Program.”
ity of these received "very effective" or "effective” ratings. ’
As a result the study concludes, using this representativigromotion of Seaport Development
sample, that the national program as a whole is doing well i

this area. rMOS'[ states rank seaport development as an important issue

and all states have general policies preferring water depen-
One of the significant accomplishments has been a dramatient uses. Twelve state programs give specific policy, plan-
turnaround in tidal wetland loss in the states examined both iming and/or regulatory direction to the port sector and are the
absolute and long-term trends, and state coastal managemaeantst effective state port coastal zone management programs.
programs deserve much of the credit. Notable accomplishl:

ments in reducing tidal wetland losses have occurred in Loui- . o . .
ort projects that have changes in siting, size and economic

siana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Maryland, San Francis€g : ;
B . . and environmental impact due to the coastal management pro-
ay and Wisconsin.

gram influence. Notable examples of coastal seaport develop-
Protection of Beaches, Dunes, Bluffs and Rocky Shores ment can be seen in the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
IZLeveIopment Commission's 1978 seaport plan; in the Massa-

he impact of coastal management programs is reflected in

Stat_e coastal zone management programs are effectwely b% usetts Coastal Zone Management Program's statewide "Sea-
ancing protection of natural shoreline resources with the co

. ; : ort Action Plan;" and in the activities of Pennsylvania which
peting demands such as the protection of properties fro

hazard risks and allowing for recreational use of the coa omotes port-related economic development through desig-

State coastal proarams around the country have develope 'ation of "Geographic Areas of Particular Concern" and "De-
prog y P Q/Igopment Opportunity Areas."

variety of effective tools to protect beaches and other natura
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NEW NOAA OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH SHIP appendages to move about the honeycombed, yellow and

white surface of the icy mound. The researchers speculate
COMMISSIONED IN CHARLESTON RONALD H. that the worms may be grazing off chemosynthetic bacteria

BROWN TO STUDY GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE that grow on the methane or are otherwise living symbioti-
Commerce Secretary William M. Daley on July 19th welcomedtq)ly with them.

theRonald H. Browiinto the NOAA's fleet of oceanographic

research ships during a traditional maritime ceremony if?ONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO RETIRING ACTING
Charleston, SC. CHIEF SCIENTIST DR. ALFRED M. BEETON

The 82-meter ship has meteorological and ocean data—colle%ﬁr% dSEAevBeelé?;rgu\;verfger(elz;eo ngr?Rj;:}lstzitsT g:fé;lﬁ;tﬁéﬂr.
ing capabilities — including a Doppler radar to study stor hief Sc.ientist lI'he Ohio Republican noted that Dr. Beeton
dynamics at sea — that are unique in the U.S. civilian fleet; : ‘

S . . served for ten years as director of the Great Lakes Environ-
Scientists aboard the vessel will study global climate chan e antal Research Lab [GLERL] in Ann Arbor, MI, “helping to

and other critical environmental issues, across the world’s \ - . . ”
oceans.The Ronald H. Brownnamed after the late Com- Shape NOAA's mission on the United States' fourth coast.

s . . He noted that “Dr. Beeton helped to shape policies that initi-
merce secretary who died in a plane crash in 1996 while on an .
o - : ated the restoration of the Great Lakes....Dr. Beeton has served
overseas trade mission, was commissioned at its home port in ; TR
the embodiment of institutional memory for Great Lakes

the Charleston Naval Complex. Joining Secretary Daley &

. anironmental issues. Al Beeton has been the person my staff
the ceremony were keynote speaker Sen. Ernest Hollings (D
could always turn to for an honest assessment of the status

SC); Mrs. Alma Brown, the ship’s sponsor; Dr. D. James Baker. t natural "
Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere; Stephen g.fnour great nalura resource.

Honigman, U.S. Navy general counsel; and Rear Admiral WilRep. LaTourette, whose district borders on Lake Erie, said
liam L. Stubblefield, director of the Office of NOAA Corps that “throughout this period, Dr. Beeton has successfully led
Operations. GLERL's efforts to study problems as large as the control of
zebra mussels and the instantaneous forecasting of weather
on the coastlines. As a result, we have a much better handle
on how to protect the lakes and live safely on their shores
than a decade ago.” Dr. Beeton was named Acting Chief
“With its Doppler radar, upper-air sounding system, and winécientist in June, 1996.

profiler system, th&rownis a world-class atmospheric re-

search platform, making it unequaled in the domestic resear AFOOD CONSUMPTION REMAINS STEADY IN

fleet for sampling both the oceans and atmosphere and di 396 IN THE U'S'_ ) ) ) )
covering the profound interactions that bind them,” said DrS€afood consumption in the U.S. remained steady with Ameri-
Baker. The ship and its visiting team of university and NOAACaNs consuming 1.75 billion kilograms of domestic and im-
scientists departed Charleston July 21 forBnewnsfirst ~ Ported seafood in 1996 - or 6.6 kgs per person, NOAA an-
scientific cruise, a study of the three-dimensional structure diounced on August 1st. Officials from NOAAs National
clouds and precipitation in the eastern tropical Pacific, a rMarine Fisheries Service said that the per capita consumption
gion that has a strong influence on atmospheric circulatiolgVel of 6.6 kgs per person represents a modest decrease of 9
patterns worldwide. Chief scientist for the cruise is Dr. Sandrérams from the 1995 level. Americans have consumed approxi-

The Ronald H. Brownis the first new research ship con-
structed for NOAA in 17 years, built by Halter Marine Inc. of
Moss Point, MS, and launched on May 30, 1996.

Yuter of the University of Washington. mately 6.75 kgs of seafood each year since 1990.
SCIENTISTS DISCOVER METHANE ICE WORMS ON Of the 6.66 kgs of seafood consumed per person, 4.5 kgs were
GULF SEA FLOOR fresh or frozen fish or shellfish, 2.47 kgs were canned seafood,

A team of university scientists using a mini submarine on and 13 grams of seafood was cured. Compared with 1995
y g g ures, that represents a 9 grams decline in canned products.

NOAA-funded research cruise has discovered, photograph ; . . .
: ; e consumption of shrimp (all preparation) remained at 1.12
and sampled what appears to be a new species of centipede-

like worms living on and within mounds of methane ice on the 9s cdonsumed perfpﬁrson.flmgorted flshdgndhshellflsz com-
floor of the Gulf of Mexico, about 240 kilometers south of New"' =< 57 percentoft e seafood consumed in t e_Unlte States
Orleans ' in 1996, a three percent increase from the 1995 imports. U.S.

exports increased by four percent.

Although scientists had hypothesized that bacteria mig
My s - <« .- QHI0O BECOMES 315" STATE TO JOIN THE COASTAL
colonize ice mounds, called gas hydrates, this is the first tl%%DNE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM IN LAKESIDE

animals have been found living in the mounds. The disco
J EREMONY

ery of dense colonies of 2.5 to 5-centimeter-long, flat, pinkis - .
worms, called polychaetes, burrowing into a mushrooms n June 8, NOAA Administration Dr. D. James Baker, Under

shaped mound of methane seeping up from the sea flogEcretary for Oceans and Atmosphere, was in Cleveland to
raises speculation that the worms may be a new species Wﬂﬁend a ceremony along the Lake Erie shorefront to officially

a pervasive and as yet unknown influence on these energygs:lcome Ohio as the Stoastal state or territory to join the
rich gas deposits ederal coastal zone management program. Under the Coastal

_ _ _ Zone Management Act (CZMA), the state will become a part-
The worms were observed using their two rows of oar-likeer in a larger, national effort that recognizes the economic,

17



NOAA Legislative Informer September 1997/Issue #24

environmental and aesthetic values of the nation’s coasGOMMERCE SECRETARY DALEY ANNOUNCES

and Great Lakes shoreline. Ohio becomes the second stREGIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

to enter the CZM program this year (Texas officially en-ApPOINTMENTS

tered the program in January), and is now eligible {0 récommerce Secretary William A. Daley on June 30th announced
ceive federal matching grants to administer its comprehenyq annointment of 30 members to eight regional fishery man-
sive Coastal Management Program (CMP). In addition tQgement councils that work in partnership with the federal

funding, all federal agencies operating in Ohio now will 5y erment to manage the nation's marine fishery resources.
need to comply with CMP policies and regulations. Im-

proving public access to the Lake Erie shoreline and enFhe counc.ils, established by the Magnuson—Stevens Fishery
couragement of environmentally safe development of waConservation and Management Act, prepare fishery manage-

terfronts and ports are emphasized under CMP. ment plans for marine fish stocks in their respective geographi-
cal areas of responsibility. The management plans are submit-
DRAFT MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR A NEW ted for review by NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service,

THUNDER BAY NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY  and approved by the Secretary of Commerce.
MADE AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC—FIRST Each bout third of th ; "
PROPOSED SANCTUARY ON GREAT LAKES ach year about one-third of the seventy-one voting mem-

bers appointed to obligatory and at-large seats complete their

, . ) terms. Selections are made to replace outgoing members from

NOAA has proposed the first National Marine Sanctu-cangidates nominated by the governors of the affected states
ary on the Great Lakes. In total, the proposed sanctuagy territories. Council members are appointed to three-year

would encompass 1,292 square kilometers and focugrms and may serve no more than three consecutive terms (in

comprehensive management on Thunder Bay's undekyme cases, appointments also are made to complete unex-
water cultural resources such as boatwrecks and highyireq terms).

light the maritime heritage of the Great Lakes. On June

6", a notice of availability was published Tihe Federal A new council seat was created in October 1996, when Presi-
Register announcing how to obtain copies of the Drafflent Clinton signed into law amendments to the Magnuson-
Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Managemen®tevens Act that, among other things, called for a member of
Plan (DEIS/MP) for the proposed Thunder Bay Nationa@n Indian tribe to serve as a voting member of the Pacific
Marine Sanctuary in Lake Huron, near Alpena, Michi-Fishery Management Council.

gan. This would be the TNational Marine Sanctuary. The councils represent diverse fisheries interests and are com-

A second notice was published the week of Jupén9 Pposed of members whose combined knowledge and experi-
The Federal Register with the proposed accompanyingnce represent a balance of commercial and recreational fish-
regulations. The public comment period expires on Oceries interests for each geographical area concerned.

tober 31st.

Three informational and informal open house meetings gte-
hosted by the respective County Boards of Commis-
sioners in Alpena, Presque Isle, and Alcona counties The New England Council-The New England Council in-
were held the week of June "6 distribute copies of cludes members from the states of Maine, New Hampshire,
the DEIS/MP and to answer questions. Formal publidassachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. The 1997
meetings have scheduled as follows: Harrisville (Sepappointments are:

tember 8th), Alpena (September 9th), and Rogers City

(September 10th).
. . . L James M. Kendell, Executive Director, New Bedford Sea-
NOAA is currently working with the State of Michigan food Coalition. New Bedford. Mass.

to establish a 6-month, 15-member interim Sanctuary Ad-
visory Council (SAC) to assist NOAA in completing the  Frances W. Blount, Jr.,Owner/Operator/President,Frances
determination process; to facilitate public review andFleet, Peace Dale, R.I.
dissemination of the DEIS/MP? to build links with Barbara D. Stevenson*,Portland Fish Exchange, Portland,
Presque Isle and Alcona Counties; and to ensure thﬂaine
stakeholder views are fairly represented in the process.
0000000000000 0000000000000000 0 D. Douglas Hopkins,Senior Staff Attorney,
®  Environmental Defense Fund, Woodstock, Conn.

* indicates the individual is being reappointed.

Obligatory seats

CHECK OUT THE NOAA LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS HOMEPAGE,
UPDATED DAILY, IF NECESSARY, TO REFLECT THE LATEST
NOAA RELATED CONGRESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTS.

BOOKMARK: HTTP.//WWW.NOAA.GOV/NOAA-OLA
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Mid-Atlantic Council -- The Mid-Atlantic Council Karl J. Lessard*, Owner/OperatoGaptain Bee
includes members from the states of New York, New JerseFisheries, Marathon, Fla.
Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and North Caro-

lina. The 1997 appointees are: At-large seats

Obligatory seats Albert L. King, Sr.*, Gulf Shores, Ala.

James E. Douglas, Jr., Newport News, Va. Harolyn Kay Williams, Pascagoula, Miss.

: ; ; P Pacific Council-- The Pacific Council includes mem-
Gary A. Caputi*, Publisher, Big Game Fishing Jour- ; ; .
nal, Point Pr?/easantl?N.J. J g bers from the states of California, Washington, Oregon and

Idaho. The 1997 appointees are:

At-large seats .
g Obligatory seats

Robert Hamilton, Jr.*, Owner/Operator, F/V "Miss . . . .
Nancy", Greenport, N.Y. James G. Caito*Caito Fisheries, Inc., Fort Bragg,

Calif.
Nancy M. Targett*, Associate Dean, University of

Delaware, Graduate College of Marine Studies, Lewes, Del. Hans D. Radtke, Yachats, Ore.

At-large seats

South Atlantic Council -- The South Atlantic Coun- Robert C. Fletcher*, President, Sportsfishing Asso-
cilincludes members from the states of North Carolina, Soutbiation of California, San Diego

Carolina, Georgia and Florida. The 1997 appointees are: ) ) .
Robert D. Alverson, Executive Director, Fishing Ves-

Obligatory seats sel Owners' Assoc., Seattle

Juan M. SancheExecutive Director, Monroe New seat (Tribal Indian Representative)

County Commercial Fishermen, Indlarathon, Fla. , )
James E. Harp, Policy Representative for Natural Re-

sourcesQuinault Indian Nation, Taholah, Wash.
Belinda F. Flanigan*, President/Operator, Chimney

Creek Fishing Camp, Inc., Chimney Charters, Inc., Tybee Is- North Pacific Council -- The North Pacific Council
land. Ga includes members from the states of Alaska and Washington.
T The 1997 appointees are:

At-large seats .
Obligatory seats

Obadiah F. Love, Jr.*, Owner/Operator, Love's Sea- . . .
food Restaurant, Savannah, Ga. R_lc_hard B. Lauber*, Alaska Manager and Vice Presi-
dent, Pacific Seafood Processors Assoc., Juneau, Alaska
James S. Moffitt, Jr.*, Chief Executive Officer, Guilford . .
Packaging and Fiber, High Point, N.C. Joseph M. Kyle, Jr., Pacific Associates, Inc., Juneau,

Alaska

_ _ _ N David L. Fluharty*, Research Associate Professor
Caribbean Council-- The Caribbean Councilincludes School of Marine Affairs, College of Ocean and Fishery Sci-
members from the U.S. Virgin Islands and the CommonwealtBnces, University of Washington-Seattle

of Puerto Rico. The 1997 appointees are: . ) .
Western Pacific Council-- The Western Pacific

Obligatory seat Council includes members from the state of Hawaii, the Ameri-
Patricia A. Skov* Skov Fishing C ' St. Croix, can-flagged Pacific islands of American Sampa and Guam,
-atricia ov* ;Skov Fishing Company roix and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands.
U.S. Virgin Islands .
The 1997 appointees are:

At-large seat .
g Obligatory seats

Miguel A. Sanabria*, President, Dorado Marine Cen- . . o .
ter, Dorado? Puerto Rico Aitofele T. Sunia, Legislative Counsel, Legislature of

American Samod&ago Pago, American Samoa
Gulf of Mexico Council -- The Gulf of Mexico Coun- . . .
cil includes members from the states of Texas, Louisiana, Mis- Judith P. Guthertz*, Professor of Public Administra-

sissippi, Alabama and Florida. The 1997 appointees are: tion and Legal Studies, Mangilao, Guam

James D. Cook*, Chair, Pacific Ocean Producers,

Obligatory seats
g y Honolulu

Robert L. Shipp*, Professor and Chair of Marine
Sciences, University of South Alabama, Mobile, Ala.

Myron J. Fischer**, Charterboat Owner/Operator,
Cutoff, La.
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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE URGES measures to protect the diversity and integrity of naturally spawning
STATE PARTICIPATION AS IT USES ENDANGERED populations, harvest constraints to ensure adequate spawning es-
SPECIES ACT TO PROTECT STEELHEAD IN FOUR capements, and habitat measures to protect and restore the water-
WESTERN STATES sheds that support Pacific salmon and steelhead.”

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on August 11th anBecause there is no commercial fishing for steelhead, the most direct
nounced Endangered Species Act (ESA) protection for five populénpact will likely be felt by sport fishers later this year, when some
tions of Pacific coast steelhead, and urged western states to becdHies go into effect prohibiting intentionally catching listed steelhead.

active participants in finding ways to best manage the impacts of tiée agency said itis likely that fishermen who accidentally catch wild
listing. steelhead while fishing for other fish would simply be required to

. . ) . . . immediately return them unharmed to the water.
“There is no dispute that these fish are in serious trouble,” said Terry

D. Garcia, Acting Assistant Secretary for Oceans and AtmospherEhe letters to the governors cited a range of causes for steelhead
“Our commitment to salmon and steelhead conservation is clear: Wicline—and, in fact, salmon decline in general—that would have to
must restore these magnificent fish. The law requires it, commdie addressed. They included timber harvest, agriculture, water diver-
sense calls for it, and our own sense of what constitutes a stra#igns, hydropower operations, gravel mining, urbanization, hatchery
economy and healthy ecosystem dictate it.” practices and fishing.

“Extinction is not an option,” Garcia added. “Our interest is in restorJust one year ago, the fisheries service proposed all 10 steelhead
ing these fish by using the enormous flexibility of the EndangereBopulations for possible Endangered Species Act listings. Only 15
Species Act to enlist a full array of options to get the job done. Thidistinctive populations remain on the Pacific coast.

is an opportunity to innovate and to explore new approaches. Whetlmrnc“ HARBOR-UNALASKA IS NATION'S
and to what extent we seize these opportunities is the choice that P FISHING PORT FOR 1996
collectively face. We invite the states to seize this opportunity andg

work with us to find creative solutions as we take the next ste
required by the ESA process.”

mmercial fishermen brought 260 million kilograms of fish,
worth $118.7 million, to the port of Dutch Harbor-Unalaska,
Alaska, in 1996 — making it the port with both the highest
Listed as “endangered,” meaning they are at risk of becoming extingdlume and dollar value of fish in the country, NOAA an-
in the foreseeable future, are steelhead in the Upper Columbia Rivesunced on August 14th.

from the Yakima River upstream to Chief Joseph Dam, and in South-,.. . . , : . . .
ern California from the Santa Maria River to just south of Malibu fficials at the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) said

Creek, north of Los Angeles. the port of Dutch Har.bor—Una}Iaska netted the top volgme
landings slot for the ninth straight year. However, landings
Listed as “threatened,” meaning they are likely to become endatkere dropped 47 million kgs over 1995 figures due to declines
gered in the foreseeable future, are steelhead in the Snake River Baisiollock landings. Empire-Venice and Cameron, La., the num-
(encompassing parts of Idaho, Washington, and Oregon), Centialr two and three ports in 1994, regained those positions
California Coast and the South-Central California Coast. again in 1996 with landings of 142.2 and 141.7 million kgs,

In addition, the fisheries service said it would defer for six months %espectlvely.

decision on five other steelhead populations in Oregon, Washingtdrandings at Dutch Harbor-Unalaska were valued at $118 mil-
and California because there is considerable scientific disagreeméioh, a decrease of $106 million from the record 1994 value of
about the status of the stocks. $224 million. New Bedford, Mass., was second in value, with

The fisheries service also announced it would extend the effecti\llaendmgs Wor_th $100.5 m|II|_on, Wh'le the Kodiak, Alaska, catch
date of the listing to 60 days from August 11th, to give states time Yoalue was third at $82.3 million in 1996.
make changes to bring them into agreement with the new listing. The top 10 leading U.S. ports in volume of fish and shellfish
in millions of kilograms) landed in 1996 were in order: Dutch
rbor-Unalaska, AK (260); Empire-Venice, LA (142); Cameron,
(141); Seattle, WA (108); Kodiak, AK (90); Intercoastal
ity, LA (89); Morgan City-Berwick, LA (72); Los Angeles,
A (70); Pascagoula-Moss Point, MS (66); and Ketchikan,
AK (61).
Mr. Garcia added, “Last April, we took advantage of that flexibility . . -
when we embraced Oregon’s salmon conservation plan, and refrair;lt-elgle top 10 leading U.S. ports in value (millions of dollars)

g , . landed in 1996 were in order: Dutch Harbor-Unalaska, AK
from listing coho along the state’s central and northern coast. (118): New Bedford, MA (100): Kodiak, AK (82): Key West,

In letters to the governors of Washington, Idaho, Oregon and CalitL (62); Brownsville-Port Isabel, TX (60); Honolulu, HI (50);
fornia, sent by the fisheries service’s Northwest and Southwest ieert Judith, RI (46); Empire-Venice, LA (45); Dulac-Chauvin,
gional administrators, the agency urged a state-federal partnershipis (45); and Portland, ME (38).

developing conservation plans to recover Pacific salmon and steel-

head.

“These plans,” the letters said, “will need to include hatchery reform

Although an Endangered Species Act listing brings with it feder
protection and a requirement that all other federal agencies avoid
activity that may further jeopardize the species, Mr. Garcia said toda
action is “an open invitation to all four states to take advantage of tl
built-in flexibility of the federal species protection law.”
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEessssssssssmmmm | 0 What degree there may be a regional consensus on the course of
actions for the long term in the Columbia River Basin. His comments

H EARIN GS addressed the background, rationale, current status, and desired fu-
JOINT HOUSE-SENATE HEARING ON COLUMBIA ture of the project from NMFS view. Mr. Stelle described other ac-
BASIN ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT PROJECT tions, investigations and decisions before the Region and the Con-

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) participated in a Magress to provide for the restoration of healthy and productive salmon
15th joint Senate-House hearing on the Interior Columbia Basin Ecains in the Columbia River Basin.

system Management Project. The Senate Committee on Energy arnd . . . o
. . here were two themes in the question and answer session. First, it
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Forests and Public Land Mar)-

agement (Chairman Larry Craig, R-ID) and the House Committee Wwas apparent that the Representatives had a good understanding of

Resources Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health (Chairn%ﬁ% complex issues of salmon transportation — the issues behind

Helen Chenoweth, R-ID) convened the hearing. NMFS Northweg)targm.g th? salmon or drawing down d?‘ms o provide ﬂ(.)W for th_e
migrating fish. NMFS was concerned with salmon mortality associ-

Reglonal AdmlnlsUator, W,'"'am Stel_le, along \.Mth five other members ted with Idaho’s steelhead plan, which opted to leave all the fish in
of the interagency project's Executive Steering committee, were Wﬁ]—

) X 4 ; he river and not transport them. At this hearing, however, it was clear

nesses. Regional U.S. Forest Service Executive Bob Williams deliy- :
NN . that the Representatives understood that 1) NttleShave the

ered the Administration testimony.

science available to help these fish and 2) the bargiagailable to

The hearing on this controversial project was well attended by tansport the fishThe second theme was a reality check concerning
Members of Congress (Full Committee Chairman Frank Murkowskdrawdowns. The Representatives asked Mr. Stelle whether he really
(R-AK), Subcommittee Chairman Craig (R-ID), Senators Dirkbelieved in their words “ that a collective decision would be made to
Kempthorne (R-ID), Slade Gorton (R-WA), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Gor-wreck the economy of an entire region for speculative benefits for
don Smith (R-OR), Craig Thomas (R-WY), and Conrad Burns (Rfish.” This questioning pointed to the option of drawing down the
MT) and Representatives Chairman Chenoweth (R-ID), Georgéver to a natural flow level. Mr. Stelle explained that NMFS has been
Nethercutt (R-WA), Rick Hill (R-MT), and John Peterson (R-PA).very clear with regional interests that all NMFS can do is recommend
Most Members had serious reservations with the project and asketlat's most likely to recover the fish, based on the best available
very pointed questions repeatedly concerning 1) the estimated cesience. Itis NMFS’ job to supply the most likely outcome for a given
of the project (estimated to be between $125 and $135 million a yesrenario. Authorizing and funding a dam draw down would be up to
for implementation), and funding spent to date 2) the perceived lackongress. Itwill be up to the Congress, with input from the region, to
of legal authority that would allow the agencies to undertake theuthorize and fund the ultimate decision.
project, 3) the perceived lack of input by communities, 4) adding-an

additional planning level without a benefit, and 5) the possibility tha;
the information in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DE| MPLETE TEXTS OF WRITTEN TESTIMONIES OF

was seriously flawed. OAA OFFICIALS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE

Questions directed to Will Stelle mainly involved 1) the differeng =N0AA LEGISLATION AFFAIRS HOMEPAGE. THE

between last summer's draft version of the DEIS and the pres TIMONIES ARE USUALLY POSTED WITHIN ONE
USINESS DAY OF DELIVERY AND MAY BE

DEIS, the regulatory agencies' Endangered Species Act (ESA)
cerns and changes, 2) how this project might prevent the listir BEPRINTED, EXCERPTED OR FORWARDED,

additional species under the ESA, or help with consultations [JA\CCORDING TO THE NEEDS OF THE RECIPIENT.
already listed species, and 3) how private lands would be affected BE HOME PAGE IS HTTP,,/WWW.NOAA.GOV/
the project. In their answers, the Regional Executives noted the [on§44-0LA

term benefits of the project.

NOAA TESTIFIES AT IDAHO HOUSE FIELD HEARING ON DR. BAKER TESTIFIES BEFORE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE
RESERVOIR DRAWDOWNS ON LICENSING OF REMOTE SYSTEMS

The House Resources Committee Subcommittee on Water and PolerD- James Baker, Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere,
Resources (John Doolittle, R-CA) held a Ma§/ Bdld hearing in testified on Juné*‘zbefore_ the House Science Committee’s Space and
Lewiston, ID, on a proposal to drawdown some reservoirs on tH€ronautics Subcommittee. Chairman Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA)
Snake and Columbia rivers. Will Stelle, National Marine Fisherie§nd Ranking Democratic Member Rep. Bud Cramer (D-AL) convened
Service (NMFS) Northwest Regional Administrator, testified for{n€ hearing to receive testimony about the licensing of commercial
NOAA. This discussion was part of a larger decision that will b&€MOte Sensing systems. The Subcommittee has prepared legislation
made in the next few years concerning whether to 1) drawdowiR 1702) to streamline the process and promote commercialization
reservoirs to provide additional water flow to aid salmon migration 1 Space. HR 1702 was introduced on My B full Committee

the ocean, or 2) continue to truck or barge salmon to the oce&rf}airman James Sensenbrenner (R-WI), Ranking Democratic Mem-
Attending were Idaho Republican Representatives Helen Chenowdlf Rep- George Brown (D-CA), and Reps. Rohrabacher, Cramer and

and Michael Crapo. Both have been vocal opponents of the prgeP- Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX). Cheryl Roby from the Defense
posed draw_downs. Department also testified, as well as Mike Sweik, Executive Director

of the Global Positioning System Industry Council. The State De-
Mr. Stelle testified that the NMFS role on this and related issues is ﬁar[ment declined an invitation to tesufy Chairman Rohrabacher

work with the affected interests to develop the best set of informegisapprovingly called attention to the absence of a State Department
options for the region based upon the best science, and to determine

O
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witness, noting that the absence must imply no Statetiolojedo  Also cited as the role of NOAAs National Estuarine Research
the subcommittee legislation. Reserve System (NERRS) in detecting, observing and evalu-

. - ating the ecological effects of dredging. For example, at the
In his comments, Dr. Baker said “ the technology has emerge, alachicola, FL, NERR, a two hectare dredged material is-

to provide imagery data at resolutions as low as one met? nd was used to protect threatened bird species that had
through commercial sources. Over the next few years, Y3

tems capable of providing such data will also be flown bwEEn exposed to dangerous vehicular traffic on a nearby cause-
P P 9 XNay. At the Elkhorn Slough in California, NERR staff worked

foreign nations or foreign commercial entities. The Depart; : .
ment believes itis in the best interest of the United States tht reduce contaminated runoff from an adjacent strawberry
we license the operations of such systems, rather than have

them licensed by and operated in foreign nations. This wilHOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING FOCUSES ON

give the United States the needed control over these systelfiSHERIES SERVICE NORTHWEST MANAGEMENT

to protect our national security and economic interests, prqon July 24th, the House Resources Subcommittee on Fisher-
mote wide spread access to the data from them, maintain thgs Conservation, Wildlife, and Oceans (Chairman James
U.S. dominance in this technology, and establish our leadegaxton, R-NJ) held a hearing on the decision making of the
ship in the global commercial imagery market. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Northwest Region.

Although Dr. Baker could not comment on the specific legis-| 'fé€ Members were in attendance -- Chairman Saxton (R-

lation, he did state that since Presidential Decision Directiv&J), Rep. Michael Crapo (R-ID), and Rep. Neil Abercrombie
23 (PDD-23) was issued in March of 1994, five of six applica{D-HI), Ranking Subcommittee Democrat. NMFS was not in-

tions for licenses have been granted within the 120 day timdted to testify on the issues, but appeared at a follow-up
period for review. hearing on August 15th in Boise, Idaho.

OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT The hearing focused on three big picture issues: 1) how NMFS
DIRECTOR TESTIFIES BEFORE HOUSE PANEL is operating in the Northwest, and if the interested parties in

Jeff Benoit, Director of Ocean and Coastal Resource Managtﬁhisb;egosglﬂgngert;g?\/g:e_ ngoﬁﬁ;?tion;r;?t dtggiigﬁen?aisinwe
ment testified on July@before the House Subcommittee on Y yp 9

the Northwest should have regarding the power production

Water Resources and Environment (Chairman Sherwoo . ) .
Boehlert, R-NY) of the Transportation and Infrastructure Com—éin d energy restructuring debate; and 3) what is the federal

mittee. The purpose of the hearing was to discuss dumpi Jater rights policy is_ regarding state sovereignty and the
S . - ; plications of water in the states.
and dredged material disposal issues. Mr. Benoit provide
the subcommittee with several examples of NOAA progranRep. Crapo, who requested the hearing, cited what he de-
authorities and activities under the Coastal Zone Managescribed as the negative impacts of salmon recovery efforts in
ment Act (CZMA) that intersect with ocean dumping andthe short and long term on water users, including irrigators.
dredged material disposal issues. He pointed to section 3@e Idaho Republican pointed to the perception that NMFS
of CZMA which provides coastal states with Federally-ap-was not using consensus decision making in the Northwest,
proved Coastal Zone Management program “consistencgnd has excessive oversight over land and water use policies
authority” which he described as a “powerful tool.” Mr. Benoitin the name of saving endangered salmon. All withesses

provided two examples: supported Crapo's views.

—Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site. The State oRep. Abercrombie, in contrast, argued that the U.S. Congress
Massachusetts’s coastal management program reviewed tbeuld act as an objective broker and make decisions that could
designation, 35 kilometers off Boston. Working closely withnot be made in the region. Since the salmon are a national
the Environmental Protection Agency, the state was able tmeasure, he saw this approach as justifiable. The Hawaii Demo-
move along the approval process and protect valuable marigeat also reasserted his support for indigenous peoples who
resources; depend on an abundant supply of salmon for their economic

_New Jersey and the Mud Dump Site. The site offshore Ne\;\/urwval. To better understand the debate, Chairman Saxton

Jersey is used by the New York-New Jersey Port AuthoritytaSked f[echnlcal guestions on pros and cons of barging fish
) o . . r leaving them in the river to migrate. The New Jersey Re-
dispose of dioxin laden sediments. Federal consistency au-, . : .

. ; publican also expressed his sympathy for local interests faced
thority enabled the State of New Jersey to work with the Army N : : .
. . . X ith the difficulties of dealing with Federal agencies.
Corps of Engineers, the Port Authority, and private parties on

the disposal of the contaminated dredged material. NORTHWEST REGIONAL FISHERIES DIRECTOR SAYS
“...The CZMA facilitates dialogue and consultation amongNOAA WORKING WITH JUSTICE TO IMPROVE

the various Federal agencies, coastal states, local commumsALMON MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES

ties and other interested groups and organizations who are &t the follow up hearing on August 15, in Boise, Idaho, Na-
participants in the debate over dredging and ocean dumpintional Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Northwest Regional
This mechanism helps alleviate unnecessary delays, fostef§iministrator, Will Stelle, was asked to respond to the con-
the development of creative solutions, improves coordinacerns raised in the June 26th hearing, as well as those raised

tion and ultimately promotes balance and environmentallpy witnesses testifying earlier in the day. The hearing was
sound decision making,” Mr. Benoit said. convened by the House Resources Subcommittee on Fisher-
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ies Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans, and Rep Mike Crapoegarding our understanding of El Nino events, our ability to
(R-ID) oversaw the hearing. Mr. Stelle's testimony focusedorecast them, their effects on climate in the United States,
on NMFSs three basic principles that underscore the Agencyesd ways which state, local, and federal agencies and busi-
approach to the Columbia River salmon recovery effort. Firsfhesses can use these forecasts in planning and mitigation.”
and most importantly, is that NOAA is dedicated to the prin‘Michael Hall, director of the Office of Global Programs, is
ciple that its decision making under the Endangered Speciexpected to testify for NOAA.

th);lter?wust be based upon the best scientific information ava“f\lOAA EXPECTED TO TESTIFY AT SENATE

_ _ COMMERCE GLOBAL WARMING HEARING
Mr. Stelle stated that "Good science is the compass that wiflhe Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Commit-
help us chart our course in this complicated and controversigle (Chairman John McCain, R-AZ) has tentatively scheduled
arena. lItis very important to understand the significance QiSeptember hearing on the science of global warming. NOAA
this principle in practice because it means that science mugtexpected to testify as part of a government panel. The com-
prevail over the popularity on any given matter." mittee wants to learn about the science behind global warm-

The second principle identifed by Will Stelle was that "NOAA Ing, what we've learned, where we go from here and where
is committed to working with all interested governments infunding is being spent on this subject.

the Columbia River Basin to develop the best set of informeghn july 28, by an overwhelming 95-0 margin the Senate
options for the region for "fixing” the hydropower systempassed SRes 98, a climate change resolution (SRes 98) intro-
over the long term. “NMFS has devoted hundreds of hourgyced by Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.). SRes 98 calls on the
to this collaborative effort --as have state and tribal represefnited States not to sign the planned December Kyoto cli-
tatives-- and we have made good progress.” Finally, Mr. Stellqate change agreement unless developing countries are

stated that NMFS remains absolutely open to techniques agdually incorporated in any plan to reduce greenhouse gases.
mechanisms to improve the decision making process and in-

dicated that NMFS is currently working with the Department! Ne passage of the Bryd measure comes just as the frequency
of Justice on a proposal to improve this process, which irf2f hearings on global warming have begun to accelerate. With

cludes a more effective method to resolve disputes that wiither developed nations pushing for a solid commitment from
inevitably arise. President Clinton to reduce greenhouse gases, mostly carbon

dioxide (C0O2), concern about the possibility of a resulting

Rep.Crapo reiterated his concern that NMFS was not workingconomic advantage by developing countries has essentially
cooperatively with the other parties in the region, expressegominated the debate.

frustration with a perceived lack of accountability in current . .

basin-wide decision making process, and questioned the s&Uring the July 17th hearing of the Senate Environment and
entific basis for many of NMFS decisions. The post-testiPublic Works Committee (Chairman John Chafee, R-RI), Un-
mony dialogue examined NMFS science, the need for watéler Secetary of State for Global Affairs Tim Wirth said the
held in Idaho reservoirs to improve river flows for salmon inPlan is to sign the treaty with China and similar nations agree-
river migration, the barging of smolts around the dams durin§d to & “no regrets package.” China would then have to take
their downstream migration, and the operation of thedn a variety of conservation measures, remove subsidies,

hydrosystem and its impacts on the recovery effort. adopt market policies for emissions and produce an annual
emissions inventory. Also, there would be a written commit-

In anticipation of the scheduled 1999 deadline for making #nent to have developing nations, gradually over time, phase
final determination on the salmon recovery plan the focusto the binding portion of the treaty, Mr. Wirth said. China
shifted to the need for a comprehensive decision making preyill not move toward a commitment unless the United States

cess built on regional relationships and conservation agregnd other developed nations move first, he said.
ments, which clearly identifies the parties responsible for mak-

ing critical decisions and the biological objectives they in-

tend to achieve. This would allow for meaningful public mputl_EGlSl_ATlON INTRODUCED

and provides a mechanism to resolve inevitable disputes. Rep. James Saxton (R-NJ), on May 18R 1658 entitled
Progress towards this process is ongoing and there is con‘f'l& Ianti.c Striped Bass Consérvation ,’Act Amendments of
dence that a final decison can be reached by the schedulfgg7 ”

deadline of 1999.
N Rep. James Sensenbrenner (R-WI), on May BIR 1702
entitled “Commercial Space Act of 1997.”

FUTURE HEARINGS Rep. Bud Shuster (R-PA), on Juné'1AR 1838 entitled

NOAA INVITED TO TESTIFY AT HOUSE HEARING ON Coast Guard Authorization Act for fiscal years 1998 and 1999.”
PREPARING FOR EL NINO EVENTS

The HouseScience Energy and Environment Subcommittee
(Chairman Ken Calvert, R-CA) has scheduled a Septemb
11th hearing on “Preparing for El Nino.” A subcommittee
letter said that “the hearing will examine the state of science Rep. Helen Chenoweth (R-ID), on Juné’ 18R 1842 to

Rep. James Saxton (R-NJ), on Juntg HR 1855 to estab-
h a moratorium on large fishing vessels in Atlantic herring
and mackerel fisheries.
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terminate further development and implementation of the Rep. Don Young (R-AK), on July 25HConRes 124 concur-
American Heritage Rivers Initiative. rent resolution expressing the sense of the Congress regarding

. . . acts of illegal aggression by Canadian fishermen with respect to
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), on June™l1S 877 entitled - . .
NOAA Corps Disestablishment Act.” the Pacific salmon fisheries, and for other purposes.

. Sen. Daniel Akaka (D-HI), on July 295 1080 entitled “Na-
_ l
Sen. Robert Byrd (D-WV), on June’13 Re; 98 resolunoq . tional Aquaculture Development, Research, and Promotion Act
expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the condltlo(g)fsl997 "
for the United States becoming a signatory to any interna- '
tional agreement on greenhouse gas emissions under theRep. James Saxton (R-NJ), on Juj, 28Con.Res 131 concur-

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. rent resolution expressing the sense of Congress regarding the

Sen. Dirk Kempthorne (R-ID), on June.3 901 entitled ocean.
“Endangered Species Habitat Protection Act of 1997” Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), on July*3% 1097

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC), on Jun&,13 924 entitled entitied "Acid Deposition Control Act
“National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998.” Rep. Gerald Solomon (R-NY), on July*3HR 2365 entitled

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC), on Jun&, 88936 entitled “ Acid Deposition Control Act.
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998.” Rep. Joe Knollenberg (R-Ml), on July*38HRes 211 resolu-

. tion expressing the sense of the House of Representatives re-
_ h
Rep. Wayne G|Ithest R MD)’ on June"2BConRes 106 arding the conditions for the United States becoming a signa-
concurrent resolution expressing the sense of Congress

arding the negotiation of an international climate chan 10ry to any interational agreement on greenhouse gas emis-
ggreerﬂen ¢ 9 9%ions under the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change.

i - t
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), on Jun& 5971 entitled Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY), on Augus1HR 2374 to amend

W ; me Federal Water Pollution Control Act to provide special fund-
Beaches Environmental Assessment, Closure, and Heal for imol - f nati | )
Act of 1997 " Ing to states for implementation of national estuary conservation

and management plans, and for other purposes.
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ), on Juné& 28R 2094 entitled “

) Rep. James Saxton (R-NJ), on AugdsHR 2376 to reau-
Sfefgghff Environmental Assessment, Closure, and Health Aﬁ;]torize and amend the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Establishment Act.
Rep. Paul Gillmor (R-OH), on June'26iR 2086 to amend  (Continued from page 5)
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, CompensatidJUSEADOPTS REPORT RECOMMENDING STUDY OF POSSIBLE
and Liability Act of 1980 to limit the portion of the Superfund TRANSFER OF DEFENSE DOPPLER WEATHER RADARS TO NATIONAL
expended for administration, oversight, support, studies, d4VEATHER SERVICE
sign, investigations, monitoring, assessment, and evaluatiotign Act of FY '98 and '99 (HR 1119), the House on Juriedbpted
and enforcement activities. report language (HRpt. 105-132) that recommends that the Secretary
. of Defense enlist the National Research Council of the National Acad-
_S(_an. Judd Gregg (R-NH), on July16 1022 mak!ng appro- emy of Sciences to conduct a comprehensive study of Defense
priations f_or the Departments of C_ommerce, qusnce, and Staﬁepartment ((DOD) Next Generation Radars (NEXRADSs). The study
tShe iug(l)milggfsand (rjeflate(f[lhagenmes for the fiscal year endlqgto compare DOD availability and performance as compared with
epL. 5L, » andtor other purposes. . the National Weather Service (NWS) NEXRADs, and to include the
Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI), on July"] 7S 1035 to establish a feasibility and benefits of transferring all DOD NEXRADS to the
moratorium on large fishing vessels in Atlantic herring antbepartment of Commerce. The bill passed the House 304-120. The

mackerel fisheries. language was inserted into the National Security Committee (Chair-
Rep. Bud Shuster (R-PA), on July"2HR 2204 entited Man Floyd Spence, R-SC) Report by Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-TX).
“Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1997.” The Report also urged the Secretary of Defense to consult with the

_ Administrator of NOAA on several suggested DOD NEXRAD op-
Rep. James Saxton (R-NJ), on Julf 23R 2233 entitled  erational changes that “will provide the same operational standards
“Coral Reef Conservation Act of 1997.” for DOD NEXRADSs as the NWS operated NEXRADS..... “The com-

Rep. Rick Lazio (R-NY), on July 23HR 2227 to amend the mittee recognizes the importance of fully operational NEXRADs for
National Flood Insurance, Act of 1968 to reauthorize the naNWS forecasters to accurately monitor, forecast, and issue severe

tional flood insurance program, and for other purposes. ~ Weatherwamings.

Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-AK), on July 245 1064 entitled
“Glacier Bay Management and Protection Act of 1997.”

Comments or Questions:
Please contact--NOAA’s Office
of Legislative Affairs

Rep. Harold Rogers (R-KY) , on July®2HR 2267 making (202) 482-3638
appropriations for the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and FAX (202) 501-8016
State, the Judiciary, and related agencies for thefiscal year Editor: Howard S. Marks
ending Sept. 30, 1998, and for other purposes. Internet: howard.s.marks@noaa.gov
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